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Preface 


By, His Eminence, the deceased Sheikh, Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah bin Baz 
(May Allah have mercy upon him) 


All praise be to Allah, and blessings and peace be upon the one after whom there 


is no prophet, our Prophet Muhammad; and upon his family and companions. 


So, I looked over what our honorable brother, the virtuous Sheikh, Muhammad 
bin Ibrahim Al-Hamad, wrote about explaining the beliefs of the people of Sunna and 
the Community (44/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama’a), and what Allah singled them out for 
useful knowledge, righteous deeds, praiseworthy qualities, and honorable morals. He 
called it “the doctrine of the people of Sunna and the Community: Its concept, its 
features, and the attributes of its people.” So, I have found it a valuable and useful 
book that explains the beliefs and morals of 4A/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama’a. ‘Thus, may 
Allah grant him a doubled good reward; and may He provide us with more useful 
knowledge and good deeds. I advise everyone who looked over it to read it and benefit 
from it for its great value and explanation of the conditions of the Sunni Muslims. | 
ask Allah to guide us, and all Muslims, to the beneficial knowledge and the righteous 
deeds, and to reform Muslim rulers, and to grant them understanding of the religion, 
and to protect everyone from the misguiding temptations. He is the Most Hearing 
and the Near God; and may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon our Prophet 
Muhammad, his family, and his companions. 

Edited in 9/11/1415 AH? 
Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah bin Baz 
Grand Mufti of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Chairman of the Council of Senior Scholars 


and the Department of Scholarly Research and Issuing Fatwas 


1 AH means After Hijrah; i.e., after the immigration of the Prophet Muhammad from Mecca to Medina; [9/4/1995] 
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Introduction 


All praise be to Allah; we praise Him; we seek His help; we seek His forgiveness; 
and we seek refuge in Allah from the evils of ourselves and our bad deeds. He whom 
Allah guides will not be misguided, and he whom Allah misleads will not be guided. 
And I testify that there is no God but Allah, alone with no partner; and I testify that 
Muhammad is His worshipper and messenger. May the blessings of Allah be upon 
him, his family and companions; along with much peace. 

So, learning the Islamic doctrine and calling for it is a most sacred duty and a most 
principal task. ‘This is because the acceptance of good deeds by Allah depends on the 
correctness of the doctrine; and happiness in this world and the afterlife can only be 
achieved by adhering to it, and being detached from what may contradict and violate 
it, or denigrate its perfection. 

The Islamic doctrine — manifested in the doctrine of the people of Sunna and 
the Community (4A/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a) — is the correct doctrine that Allah has 
accepted for His servants; and it is the belief of the prophets and messengers of Allah, 
and those who followed their path of Muslim preachers and reformers until the Day 
of Judgment. 

Indeed, the call to this doctrine is to highlight its features, spread its virtues, make 
its features and the attributes of its people public, and purify it from extreme distortion 
and false allegations, so the path can become obvious, the evidence will be clear, the 
argument gets established, and the way is apparent. 

This is what makes people love this doctrine, and encourages their interest in it; 
and makes its people (Muslims) more adhering to it and more preserving of it. That 
is because we live in an era in which there are many whims, and misguidance has been 
rife, so everyone promotes his heresy and calls for his falsehood under the guise of the 


truth, and by adorning his lies with an embellished speech so that the hearts of the 
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knowledgeable might pay attention to him, and the ears of the deceived could listen 
to him, so they would go astray, lead people astray, oppose the truth, and turn away 
from guidance. 

Hence, it was necessary for the people of Sunnah and the Followers, the followers 
of the righteous Muslim ancestors, to raise their voice with the truth, and to spread 
their doctrine among people so that Allah may guide those who were destined to the 
best reward; and for if a person dies, he will die knowing, and if a person lives, he will 
live knowing. 

Moreover, if the path of the believers is clear for the human from the path of the 
unbelievers and the misguided, he will find a vast gap between guidance and blindness, 
and light and darkness, as things are distinguished by their opposites, and the good 
thing becomes clear by its opposite bad thing. ‘That is why I submitted a humble effort 


to write these pages with the following contents: 


Doctrine of the Sunni Muslims and the Community 


concept - features - believers attributes 


As for the plan of this research, it will follow this introduction, including two units 


and a conclusion, and this is an explanation of what it includes: 


= The first unit: The concept of the Islamic doctrine and its features. 
Including two chapters: 

o The first chapter: The concept of the Islamic doctrine. 
Including three topics: 

Vv The first topic: The definition of the doctrine. 

Vv The second topic: The titles and names of the science of doctrine. 

Vv The third topic: The term 4A/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a (The people of Sunna 


and the Followers). 
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o The second chapter: The features of the Islamic Doctrine - The Doctrine of 
the People of the Sunnah and the Followers - 44/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a. 
= The second unit: The attributes of the People of the Sunnah and the Followers 
- Ahl al-Sunna Wa al-Jamaca. 
This unit included mentioning the attributes that distinguished the Sunnis and the 


Followers (44/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama’a) from others. 


The Conclusion 


It is a brief summary of the topics in the research. 

What is written between the two covers of this book is but a collection of some of 
what was said by the Imams (leaders) of the ancestors in the past and the present. 

So, whatever was right is purely a grace of Allah, and whatever was wrong or faulty 
is from the writer’s shortfall and inability, and from Satan, and the inciting self. 

Finally, I ask Allah, by His best names and sublime attributes, to make my work 
useful, exclusive to His honorable Face, and truthful according to the Sunnah of His 
Prophet Muhammad (upon him be the best blessings and the most complete peace). 

I also thank everyone who helped me in this research.’ And I hope that every reader 
of this book will provide me with his observations, and guide me with his corrections, 
and he will have my prayers and thanks, as a man is little by himself and many by his 
brothers, and the believers are like the hands that wash one another. 

And our last prayer is that praise be to Allah, Lord of all creation; and may the 
blessings and peace of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and all his 
companions. 

Muhammad bin Ibrahim Al-Hamad 
Al-Zulfi 11932 - P.O. B: 460 
28/2/1415 AH 
Hiliiosbio tally among enema wniseninencs sheieholarsheldvabd aimactebin Abdullah ainibas, whe tandlydlecked 


over this research, and cordially commented on and introduced it, so may Allah grand him a good and great reward 
and compensation, and bless his life and work. 


Unit One 


Including two chapters 
Chapter One 
Concept of Islamic doctrine 
Chapter Two 
Features of Islamic Doctrine 
Doctrine of the Sunnis and the Community 
Ahl al-Sunna Wa al-Jama’a 
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Chapter One 


Concept of Islamic doctrine 
Topic One 


Definition of Doctrine 
(1) Linguistic Definition: 


The original linguistic root of the Arabic word agee’dah (doctrine) goes back to 
other Arabic words that mean: contract (4gd), binding, and pulling with force; 
including the words tightening, tying, cohesion, consolidation, and firmness. 

The covenant and the affirmation of the oath are called: a contract (dgd), and 
selling is called: a contract (4gd), because the buyer and the seller are bound by this 
binding contract; including the meanings of tying (4d) both ends of the dress due to 
their association; including the tying of the Izar (below-waist cloth) (4gd), because it 
is tightened. 


(2) General Terminology Definition: 


Doctrine as a general term refers to an assertive mental judgment, whether it is true 
or false. So, if that mental judgment is true, the doctrine will be true, like the belief of 
Muslims that Allah is the only God, but if it is false, the doctrine will be false, like the 
belief of the Nazarenes* that Allah is the Third of Three. 

It also means certain faith and decisive judgment that is not touched by doubt. 
It is what a person believes in, and what his conscience resolves. It is whatever doctrine 


he adopts or religion he professes, regardless of its validity or not. 


1 “Nazarenes” Al-Nasara is the Islamic Qur'anic term for those who are called Christians (refer to Merriam-Webster 
and American Heritage dictionaries). 
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(3) Doctrine of Islam 


It is the certain faith in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, the Last 
Day,’ good and bad predestination. It is also the certain faith in everything that came 
in the Noble Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah about the fundamentals of religion, its 
affairs, its news, and what the righteous ancestors agreed upon. It is submission to 
Allah - the Exalted God - in Judgment, command, predestination, and law (Shari'a). 
It is also submission to His Messenger (may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon 


him) in terms of obedience, arbitration, and following. 


(4) Topics of Doctrine Science 


Doctrine — according to the Sunnis and the Followers 4A/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a— 
is the proper name of the science that studies and discusses topics of monotheism, 
faith, Islam, matters of what is hidden (Ghayd), prophecies, predestination, narrations, 
fundamentals of decisive religious rulings. It includes as well what the righteous 
ancestors’ agreed upon regarding the matters of doctrine, such as allegiance and 
disownment (a/-Wala’a wal-bara’a), and the duty towards the companions of the 
Prophet Muhammad and the mothers of the believers (the Prophet’s wives; may Allah 
be gratified with all of them). 


This includes invalidating arguments of disbelievers, heretics, and people of whims, 
and all other religions, ideologies, destructive schools of thought, deviant sects, and 


stating the Sunni judgment of them. It includes also other doctrinal areas of research. 


1 Judgment Day. 
2 The companions of the Prophet Muhammad and their students and followers. 
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Topic Two 


Titles and Names of Doctrine Science 


First: Titles and Names of Doctrine Science according to the Sunnis and the 


Community 4h/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jamaa: 


According to the Sunnis and the Community, the science of Islamic doctrine has 
titles and names that are synonymous with it and denote it; among which are the 


following: 


1- Doctrine (4gidah) - as mentioned above - and belief and beliefs. It is said: the 
doctrine of the ancestors (Sa/af), the doctrine of Ah/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a, and the 
doctrine of Ah/ al-Hadith (the people of the Hadith). Among the Arabic books that 
bear this title are: Explaining the fundamentals of the doctrine of Ahl al-Sunna Wa al- 
Jamaa by al-Lalka’i (d. 418 AH); Doctrine of the Ancestors, the people of Hadith by al- 
Sabouni, (d. 449 AH); The Belief by al-Bayhaqi, (d. 458 AH). 


2- Monotheism (Tawhid): ‘The Arabic word Tawhid is an infinitive derived from 
other words that mean: unified, unify, and unification. Linguistically, monotheism 


(Tawhid) is a word that describes something as one. 


According to Islamic terminology, it is to acknowledge the oneness of Allah, and 


to single him out for the deserved mastership, worship, and names and attributes. 


The science of doctrine was called monotheism (Tawhid) in particular in order to 


be named according to its most honorable and dominating part. 


Among the doctrine volumes that carried this name of monotheism (Tawhid) was 
the volume of Monotheism in the sahih of Al-Bukhari in the authentic comprehensive 
multi-volume book (Jami’a) by Imam Al-Bukhari (d. 256 AH); The Doctrine of 
Monotheism by Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Khafif (d. 371 AH); Monotheism and 
Knowing the Names and Attributes of Allah (The Glorious and Exalted God) according 
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to agreement and singularity by Ibn Mandah (d. 395 AH); The Book of Monotheism by 
Imam Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Wah’hab (d. 1206 AH); “including also The Book of 
Monotheism by Ibn Khuzaymah.” 


3- Sunna: The Sunna in the language of Arabs means the method and lifestyle - as 
will be explained -. According to the terminology of the Islamic texts, this term could 
indicate several meanings that vary depending on the purpose of their usage. So, it is 


applied to the science of hadith, the permissible things in Islam, and so on. 


As for the reason why the science of science is called the Sunna, it is the adherence 
of its followers to the Sunna of the Prophet (May Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
and may Allah be gratified with his companions). Thus, that name has become a 
slogan for the Sunnis, so it is said, “Sunnah and heresy” as opposite words. It is also 


said, Sunnis and Shiites. 


Moreover, scholars have authored books on the science of doctrine, calling them 
“Books of the Sunna.” Those books are Book of the Sunna by Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal 
(d. 241 AH), The Sunna by Al-Athram (d. 273 AH), The Sunna by Abu Dawud (d. 
275 AH), The Sunna by Ibn Abi Asim (d. 287 AH), The Sunna by Abdullah ibn 
Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 290 AH), The Sunna by Al-Khallal (d. 311 AH), The Sunna 
by Al-Assal (d. 349 AH), Sharh Al-Sunna (Explanation of the Sunna) by Ibn Abi 
Zamanin (d. 399 AH). 


4- Law (Shari’a):' It is said, Shari'a and Shir’a, which are the laws enacted by Allah in 


religion and what He commanded, such as fasting, prayer, pilgrimage, and charity. 
Sharia is derived from Shir’a, which means also “sea shore”. 


In this context, Allah said too: «To each, We appointed a law (Shira) and a method» 
[Al-Maidah: 48] 


1 The code of law based on the Koran and hadith. (American Heritage Dictionary) 
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It was said to interpret the verse, “The law is the religion, and the method is the way.” 
(1) 


So, Shari'a is the laws of guidance that Allah and His Messenger enacted, and the 


greatest of them are issues of doctrine and faith. 
The word Sharia - like the word Sunnah - is applied to multiple meanings: 


A- It is applied to what Allah (The Exalted God) sent down to His prophets of the 


scientific and practical matters. 


B- It refers to the rulings that Allah assigned to every prophet for his nation, which 
differ from the call of one prophet to another in terms of methodology, and the details 


of worship and dealings. 


Hence, it is said that the origin of the religion (doctrine) is one, but the laws of 


Allah (SAari’a) are multiple. 


C-Sometimes, it is applied to the fundamentals of belief, obedience, and righteousness 
that Allah (The Exalted God) legislated for all the messengers, which does not differ 
from the call of one prophet to another, as He (The Exalted God) said: «He has 
prescribed for you the religion that He enjoined upon Noah, and that We revealed to 
you, and what We enjoined upon Abraham, Moses and Jesus.» [Al-Shura: 13]. 
It applies in particular to the doctrine of faith of the Sunnis, so they named the 


fundamentals of their doctrine SAari’a. 
A doctrine book that has the same title is 4/-Shari’a by Al-Ajurri (d. 360 AH). 


5- Faith (4/-Iman): The science of doctrine is called faith, and it includes all matters 
of belief. ‘he Exalted God said: «And whoever disbelieves in faith, his deeds will be 
in vain» [Al-Ma’idah: 5]. 


Faith here means monotheism. 
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Among the titles written about the faith and carries that name are The Faith by Abu 


Obaid Al-Qasim bin Salam, and The Faith by Ibn Mandah. 


6- Fundamentals of the religion or fundamentals of believing (Usoo/ al-deen or Usool 
al-diyana): 


Fundamentals of the religion are the pillars of Islam, the pillars of faith, and other 


matters of faith. 


Among the books of doctrine with this name are A/-Ibana Ala Usool al-diyana 
(Manifestation of the fundamentals of believing) by Al-Ash’ari (d. 324 AH), Usool al- 
deen (Fundamentals of the religion) by Al-Baghdadi (d. 429 AH). 


A number of scholars pointed out that this name should not be used, and that 
dividing the religion into fundamental and peripheral issues is an innovated matter 
that and it was not in the era of the Sa/af (ancestors, i.e., mainly the Prophet and his 
companions). They said that this is not a proper division, and it could lead to bad 
consequences. For example, someone who is ignorant of Islam or who has recently 
converted to Islam may believe that the religion has peripheral issues that are not 
important. Also, it may be said that the religion has pulp and peels. Some of them 
said: The safest thing is to say doctrine and law, scientific and practical issues, or texts 


and acts. 


Second: Titles and Names of Doctrine Science according to those other than the 


Sunnis and the Community (non-AA/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a): 


The science of doctrine also has titles and names among non-Sunnis (non-4// al- 


Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a) (i.e., heretics), including: 
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1. The science of speech (J/m al-Kalam): 


This term is known to all the theologian sects (heretics), such as the Mu'tazila and 
the Asha’ira, and the likes. This name is wrong, because the science of speech comes 
from human minds, and it is based on the philosophies of the Indians and the Greeks. 


On the contrary, ‘T'awhid (monotheism) is based on the Revelation. 


The science of speech is perplexing, confusion, ignorance, and doubt. ‘This is why 
the Salaf (ancestors) denounced it. ‘Tawhid is knowledge, certainty and faith. Can that 


be compared to this, let alone having the same name?! 


2. Philosophy: 


This term is also incorrectly applied to the science of Islamic monotheism (Tawhid) 


and the doctrine. 


This name is not permissible, because philosophy is based on delusions, falsehoods, 


imaginary mental thoughts and superstitious perceptions. 


3. Sufism: 
This name is known to some Sufis, philosophers, and orientalists. 


It is a heretic name, because it is based on the exaggerations of the Sufis and their 


doctrinal superstitions. 


4. Theology: 


It is known to the scientists of speech, the orientalists, and the philosophers. It is 
called theology. It is called also Science of Theology. It has departments in Western 


universities known as departments of theological studies. 
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5. Metaphysics (The Supernatural): 
It is known to philosophers, Western writers, and the likes. 


Indeed, all people who believe in a religion call it “religion” and “doctrine”. As for 
the Islamic doctrine (if applied), it is the doctrine of the Sunnis and the community 


(Ah! al-Sunna Wa al-Jama’a), because it is the Islam that Allah (Glory be to Him) has 


accepted as a religion for His servants. 


Thus, any belief that contradicts the belief of the Salaf (ancestors) is not considered 
to be part of Islam, even if attributed to it. Rather, these are beliefs attributed to their 


inventors, and Islam is unrelated to them. 


Some researchers may call these beliefs “Islamic” for just geographical or historical 
association, or simply for only a claim of affiliation. Nevertheless, investigating these 
beliefs requires matching them up with the Book (the Qur’an) and the Sunna, so 
whatever matches them is right, and whatever contradicts them should be identified 


with its inventor and related to him. 
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Topic Three 


The Sunnis and the Community 


AhAl al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a 


First: Definition of the Sunna: 
“The Sunna” in Arabic language means the method and the way. 
Labid bin Rabia (May Allah be gratified with him) - said in his famous long poem: 
“From a society for whom their fathers had set a method, 
and for every people there is a method and leader” 
Another one said, 
“My Lord, grant me success, so I do not deviate 

from the way of those who seek the best way.” 
Ibn Manzoor said: “Sunna is the way whether good or bad” 
Khaled Ibn Utba al-Hudhali said, 

“Do not be dismayed by a way that you have walked therein, 


for the first who accepts a way is the one who walks therein.” 


“Sunna” in the terminology of the scholars of the Islamic Doctrine: 


It is the guidance followed by the Messenger (Blessings and peace be upon him) 
and his companions in terms of knowledge and belief, and saying and action. Indeed, 


it is the Sunna that must be followed, so its followers are praised, and its opponents 
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are denounced. Sunna is applied to the methods of worship and beliefs, as it is applied 
to what is opposite to heresy. That is why it was said: A Sunni person or a person from 


the people of the Sunna means from the people of the straight and praiseworthy way. 


Second: Definition of the Community: 


“The Community” (4/-Jama’a) in the Arabic language is taken from the Arabic 
entry (Ja Ma Aa) or the letters (Jeem Meem Ain), whose meaning revolves around 


gathering, unanimity, agreement that is contrary to disagreement. 


Ibn Faris said: Jeem Meem Ain are one origin indicating gathering things. It is said: 


I gathered something together (Jama’to Al-Shai'a Jam’an) 


According to the Islamic terminology, “The community” includes the ancestors of 
the Muslim nation, who are the companions of the Prophet (Blessings and peace be 
upon him) and their followers, and those who followed them correctly until the Day 
of Judgment. They are those ones who gathered on the clear truth from the Book and 


the Sunna. 


Third: The reason for calling them: 


They are those who follow what the Prophet Muhammad (Blessings and peace be 
upon him) and his companions. ‘They are those who adhere to the Sunna of the 
Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him), who are the companions, their followers, 
and the leaders (imams) of guidance who follow them. They are the ones who were 
steadfast in following and avoided heretic innovation anywhere and at any time. They 


will remain victorious until the Day of Resurrection. 


The reason for calling them that is because of their affiliation with the Sunna of 
the Prophet (Blessings and peace of Allah be upon him). They agree in adopting it 


whether in form and content, or in word, deed, and belief. 
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Fourth: Other names for them: 
The Sunnis and the Community (4A/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a) have other names: 
1- The Sunnis and the Community. 
2- The Sunnis (without adding “the community”). 
3. The community (without adding “the Sunnis”). 
E - The Righteous Predecessors. 
2- Ahl al-Sunnah without adding the group 
4- The righteous predecessors. 


5- The people of transmitted sayings: I.e., transmitted from the Prophet (Blessings 


and peace be upon him). 


6- The people of Hadith: Because they are the ones who adopt and adhere correctly 
to the hadith of the Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him) in terms of narration 


and knowledge. They follow his guidance in appearance and meaning. 


7- The saved people: Because they are saved from evils, heresies, and misguidance in 
this world, and they will be saved from the Fire on the Day of Resurrection. ‘This is 
due to their following of the Sunna of the Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him). 


8- The Victorious Sect: Because they are supported by Allah (Glory be to Him). 


9- The followers: To follow the Book (the Qur’an), the Sunna, and the sayings of the 


righteous predecessors. 


20 Doctrine of Sunni Muslims and the Community | Muhammad Al-Hamad 


Chapter Two 


Features of Islamic doctrine 


The Doctrine of The Sunnis and the Community 


AAl al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a 


The Islamic belief represented in the belief of the Sunnis and the community has 
many characteristics that are not found in any other belief. However, there is nothing 
wrong with that, as this belief derives from the revelation that is totally distant from 


falsehood. Among those characteristics are the following: 


1- The safety of the source of reception: ‘This is due to its reliance on the Book (the 
Qur'an) and the Sunna, and the agreement of the righteous predecessors, as it is drawn 


from that pure source, far from the turmoil of whims and suspicions. 


This characteristic is not found in various beliefs, sects, and schools other than the 
Islamic doctrine (the belief of 4// al-Sunna Wa al-Jama’a). The Jews and Nazarenes 
followed their rabbis and monks and considered them Lords instead of Allah. 

As for the Sufis, the source of reception for them is revelation, inspiration, intuition, 
visions, and dreams. As for the Rafida (S/ia), the source of their reception is what 


they claim is found in a false book called Jaf, and what their leaders (imams) say. 
As for scholars of speech, the source of reception for them is the mind. 


As for the rest of the intellectual sects and false trends - such as communism and 
secularism - they depend in establishing their principles on the rubbish of the thoughts 
of the deviants, and the carvings of the minds of the atheist disbelievers who use their 


whims and desires to rule the servants of Allah. 
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As for the belief of the Sunnis and the community (4A/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jamaa), it is 


- praise be to God - safe and sound from this deception and falsehood. 


2 - It is based on submission to Allah (Glory be to Him) and to His Messenger 
(Blessings and peace be upon him): That is because it is from a hidden source, and 
what comes from a hidden source is based on believing. Islam is established on 
believing and submitting. Belief in the hidden facts (Ghayb) is one of the greatest 
attributes of the believers for which God Almighty has praised them, as in His saying 
(Glory be to Him), “Alif, Lam, Mim. There is no doubt about that book. It is 
guidance to the pious. Those who believe in what is hidden (from human senses), and 


perform the prayer, and spend from what We have provided them”.' 


This is because the minds do not comprehend the hidden and cannot be independent 
in knowing the divine laws in detail, for its impotence and inadequacy. Just as a 
person's hearing is deficient, his vision is dull, and his strength is limited - so is his 
mind. Thus, it is necessary to believe in the hidden facts (Ghayb) and submit to Allah 
(Glory be to Him). 


As for the other beliefs, they do not submit to Allah and His Messenger (Blessings 


and peace be upon him), but rather governed by opinions, minds, and desires. And 


the origin of the corruption of nations and religions is the preference of reason over 


transmitted sayings, opinion over revelation, and passion over guidance. 


3- Its agreement with the right instinct and the sound mind: The belief of the Sunnis 
and the community (4A/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama’a) is appropriate to the right instinct, 
and it is in agreement with the pure mind. The pure mind, which is free from desires 


and suspicions does not contradict the authentic revealed transmitted texts, which are 


1 Al-Baqara:1-3 
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free of defects and faults. As for the other beliefs, they are delusions and inventions 


that blind the instincts and dull the minds. 


For this reason, if it were destined that a person was stripped of every belief, and his 
heart became devoid of all truth and falsehood, then he looked into every doctrine, 
whether it is true or false, with justice and unbiasedness, and a correct understanding 
- the truth would become clear to him, and he will realize that the one who thinks 
that the correct belief is the same as other beliefs is like the one who thinks that night 


and day are the same. 


4- Its chain of transmitters is connected to the Messenger (Blessings and peace be 


upon him), the followers, and the leaders (imams) of the religion in word, deed, and 


belief. 


This feature is one of the characteristics of the Sunnis, and many of its opponents, 
such as the Shiites and others, have recognized it. There is no principle or belief of 
the Sunnis and the community (praise be to Allah) that do not have bases or reference 


in the Book (the Qur’an) and the Sunna, or from the righteous predecessors. 


On the contrary, other innovated heretic beliefs have no support from the Book or 


the Sunna, or from the righteous predecessors. 


5- Clarity, ease, and obviousness: It is an easy and clear belief that is crystal clear like 
the bright sun at midday. Its expressions are meanings are clear that could be easily 
understood by the scholar, the layman, the young and the old. The Messenger of Allah 
(Blessings and peace be upon him) brought it pure white, its night as its day in clarity, 


and no one deviates from it except the doomed. 
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An example of its clarity is the famous Hadith of Gabriel. This hadith has stated 


the fundamentals of Islam with the utmost ease, facility, clarity and obviousness.’ 


There are many evidences like that. It is clear obvious evidence that needs no big 
effort by all people to be immediately understood since its initial presentation to them. 
Thus, the evidence of the Book (Qur’an) and the Sunna is like food that benefits 
everyone, but rather like water that benefits the boy, the infant, the strong man, and 
the weak man. The evidence of the Book (Qur’an) and the Sunna is clear and 
palatable, which convinces and calms souls, and instills the correct and certain beliefs 


in the hearts. 


Don't you see that He who is able to initiate is more capable of repetition. “He is 
the one who initiates the creation, then He repeats it, and it is easier for him”.* And 
that management is not organized in one house with two managers, so how could it 
be organized like that in the whole world?! “If there were gods in them other than 
Allah, they would have been corrupted.”’ And that He who created had knowledge, 
then He created, as He, the Highest, said: “Does He who created not know, and He 


is the Subtle, the Acquainted”.* 


These evidences and others like them flow like the water from which Allah made 


everything alive. 


6- Safety from turmoil, contradiction, and confusion: So, it has nothing of that at all. 


How could it not be so, while it is a revelation that falsehood does not approach it? 


The truth is not disturbed, contradictory, or ambiguous, but rather its parts resemble 
one another, and prove one another. “And if it was from other than Allah, they would 


have found in it a great deal of discrepancy”. As for falsehood, on the contrary, you 


1 Narrated by Muslim in Book of Faith 1/3836, No. 8. 
2 Al-Rum: 27 

3 Al-Anbiya’: 22 

4 Al-Mulk: 14 

> An-Nisa: 82 
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find some parts of it invalidating other parts, and its people are in big contradiction, 
but you will find someone of them contradicting himself and has deficient sayings. So, 


the belief of the Sunnis is safe from all of that. 


As for the other beliefs, they have much confusion, contradiction and ambiguity. 
Here are the Rafidah (Shi'a) - for example - saying: The leaders (imams) know what 
happened and what will happen, and nothing is hidden from them, and they know 


when they will die, and they do not die without their permission! 


One of the foundations of their religion is extremism in the leaders (imams), as 
they ascribe to them qualities that the prophets have not been proven to have. Then, 
we see them in another principle of the foundations of their religion refuting that one. 
A principle of their religion too is “disguise” (Taqiyya). If it is said to them: Why do 
your imams disappear? Why don't they say the truth? They said: Because of “disguise” 
(Tagiyya). From whom? They said: The enemies! Who are the enemies, and you - as 
you claim - see that the imams know when they will die, and they only die with their 


permission?! 


Sufism is similar too, for the much contradiction that they have. An example is that 
some of them believe that the Prophet (Blessing and peace be upon him) is the first 
of all creatures, but rather they see that all beings were created from His light. 
Nevertheless, you find them celebrating the birth of the Prophet (Blessing and peace 
be upon him). If it is said to them: What do you celebrate? ‘They said: We celebrate 
the birth of the Prophet (Blessing and peace be upon him), who was born in “the year 
of the elephant” on the specific day. So, look at this contradiction, and don't be too 


surprised, as contradiction characterizes every misguided and corrupt person. 


The same thing applies to all misguided intellectual sects. For example, communism, 
which was based on atheism, disbelief in all religions, the principle of “no god”, and 


that life is matter. In addition, when Hitler's pressure on Russia intensified during 
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World War II, the criminal Stalin ordered the opening of temples and supplication to 
Allah (Glory be to Him). 


7- It may bring perplexing things, but it doesn't bring impossible things: 


In the Islamic faith, there are things that may perplex the minds, and confuse the 
understandings, like all matters of the hidden facts (Ghayb), such as the torment and 
bliss of the grave, the path (over hell), the basin (of the Prophet Muhammad), heaven 
and hell, and how are the attributes of Allah (Glory be to Him)? 


Minds are perplexed in understanding the reality of these matters, and how they 
are, but they do not believe that they are impossible. Rather, it accepts that, submits, 
and acquiesces, because that was issued by the revelation (Gabriel) sent down by Allah, 
who does not speak of his own desire (Gabriel), and which falsehood does not 


approach it (the revelation). 


As for the other beliefs, they include impossibilities that the minds intuitively rule 


that they are impossible, such as the distorted beliefs of the Jews. 


The Jews - for example - see that they are the chosen people of Allah, and that He, 
the Glorious, has chosen and preferred them, and made the rest of the peoples as 


donkeys for the Jews to ride. 


So, look at this nonsense that the mind can never accept, for how is it appropriate 
for the Wisest of rulers to be racist and biased towards a people over a people?! 
Likewise, the Nazarenes who say: God is the third of three, and they say: In the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; a one God. So, how can the three be one?! 


This is unimaginably impossible. 
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And also, their beliefs of the Lord's Supper, indulgences, and other things that are 


rationally impossible." 


This is why a group of wise people said: Most of the people’s statements can be 
imagined, except for the Nazarenes’ sayings. That is because those who said that did 
not perceive what they said, rather they spoke ignorantly, and combined in their words 
between the two opposites. That is why it was said: If ten Nazarenes met, they would 
disagree by eleven sayings. Another one said: If you asked a Nazarene man, his wife 
and his son about their “monotheism”, the man would say something, his wife would 


say something else, and his son would say a third saying! 


Thus, if we look closely at the beliefs of the deviant people, we find that they contain 
impossibilities. The Rafida (Shi’a) believe that the great Qur’an that is in the hands of 
the Muslims, and that Allah (Glory be to Him) undertook its preservation; they 
believe that it is incomplete and distorted, and that the complete Qur'an is with the 
“expected absentee” who will come out at the end of time from the basement of 
Samarra! Look first at the myth of the basement, then look at their saying that the 
complete Qur’an is with the expected absentee who will emerge at the end of time. 
What is the benefit of this Qur'an, which will not come out to people except at the 
end of time? Then, is it appropriate for the wisdom of Allah (Glory be to Him), His 
mercy and justice, to leave people without guidance or revelation, until sending down 


the Qur’an to guide them at the end of time?! As for the Nusayriyyah (Shia), they have 


1 The “Lord’s Supper” is one of the false beliefs of the Nazarenes, and its reality is that they falsely claim that the Christ 
gathered the disciples the night before his alleged crucifixion, and that he distributed wine and bread to them, and he 
broke it for them to eat. So, the wine refers to the blood of Christ, and the bread refers to his body - as they claim - so 
whoever ate bread and drank wine in the church on the day of Easter (one of their feasts), that would be transformed 
inside him - as if he had entered into his stomach the flesh and blood of Christ, and that he had been mixed with his 
teachings. This belief is something that the mind does not hesitate to deny, for how can it imagine the transformation 
of bread and wine into flesh and blood, when the eaters taste the ordinary taste of bread and wine?! 

In addition, the body of the Christ is one, and thousands of dinner tables are held annually and in separate places. 
So, how is his body and blood dispersed over all of them?! As for the indulgences, they are one of the farces of the 
Church, and it is a foolishness that those who have the slightest intellect should refrain from. It is distributing Paradise, 
and offering it for sale at a public auction, and writing documents for buyers in which the Church undertakes to 
guarantee to the buyer forgiveness of his past and later sins, and his acquittal from every crime and sin, previously and 
recently. If the purchaser receives his indulgance and puts it in his wallet, everything that is prohibited will be permitted 
to him, and everything forbidden will be permitted to him! 
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the worst share of that nonsense, as the rest of their sects worship Ali (May Allah be 


gratified with him). 


However, they glorify his killer, Abd al-Rahman bin Malajim, because they claim 
that he purified divinity from humanity! They also claim that Ali bin Abi Talib’s abode 
(May Allah be gratified with him) is in the clouds, and when the clouds pass by them, 
they say, “Peace be upon you, O Abu Al-Hassan.” They say that thunder is his voice, 
and lightning is his whip. Some of them believe that Ali is in the moon (they are called 
the Qamariya), and that he is the darkened part of the moon, so they sanctify the 
moon, and worship Ali as being represented in the moon. How perfect Allah is! So, 


what was this dark part of the moon before Ali was born? 


And among them are those who see that Ali is in the sun. ‘Therefore, they turn to 


the sun in their worship (they are called the Shamsiyya). 


And if we look at the Baha’i beliefs, we will find wonders that the sane person has 
no choice but to judge their invalidity and impossibility. Let us take an example of 
that, which is the qiblah (prayer direction) of the Baha'is. Their giblah, which they 
turn to when praying, is their leader, the “Mazandrani Baha’, as he stated so. The 
giblah changes according to his places and movements. So, when he was in Tehran, 
the giblah was the prison of ‘Tehran, and when he was in Baghdad, the qiblah was 
Baghdad, and in Akka, the giblah was Akka, and so on. 


Has anyone seen such a game? But how can the Baha'is know their giblah by the 
travels of Al-Baha at a time when wireless communications and television did not 


exist?! Praise be to the perfect Allah who has preserved the beliefs of the Sunnis from 
all that. 
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8- Inclusiveness, comprehensiveness, and validity for every time, place, nation, and 


situation: 


The Islamic doctrine is inclusive and comprehensive, and valid for every time, 
place, nation and situation, for the old and the recent, for Arabs and non-Arabs, but 


rather things will not be reformed without it. 


9 - Constancy, stability, and eternity: It is a firm, stable, and eternal doctrine that 
could withstand the strikes of Jews, Nazarenes, Magians, and others. As soon as they 
believe that its bones have weakened, its brightness has faded, and its fire has been 


extinguished, it returns to its pure, active and clear state. 


It is constant until the occurrence of the Hour, preserved by the protection of 
Allah (Glory be to Him), and passed on by generations, one after another, nation after 


nation, without the least distortion, substitution, addition, or decrease. 


Why not, while Allah (Glory be to Him) is the one who pledged to preserve it and 


keep it safe and did not delegate that to any of His creatures?! He (the Highest) said, 


“We have sent down the revelation, and we preserve it indeed”.’ And He, the Exalted, 
said, “They want to extinguish the light of Allah with their mouths, and Allah will 


perfect His light, even if the unbelievers hate it”.” 


Among the examples that indicate the stability and continuity of the Islamic 
doctrine are the sayings of the Sunnis regarding the attributes of Allah, predestination, 


intercession (in the Afterlife), and others, all of which are still preserved, as was 


reported from the predecessors. 


As for other beliefs, misguided sects, and destructive ideas, Jews and Nazarenes 


altered, corrupted, changed; and the rest of the sects rarely adhere to a principle. 


1 Al-Hijr: 9 
2 Al-Saff:8 
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Moreover, those beliefs do not have the characteristic of eternity and continuity. 
They (even magnified and approved by their people) do not remain for a long time 
due to the many changes and different developments, because they are invented by 
humans who are deficient in their knowledge and wisdom. So, as soon as they intensify 
and become stronger, they start to disappear and perish. Obvious evidence for that 
was communism, which filled the world with noise and screams, but as soon as it 
reached the height point of its glory, its knots were unraveled, and its system was 


paralyzed by the hands of its followers. 


10- It raises the status of its people: So, whoever believes in it, knows more of it, acts 
on it, and calls people to it, Allah will raise his status, boost his reputation, and make 


him famous for his goodness, whether he is an individual or a group. 


That is because the correct belief is the best that the hearts have acquired, and the 
best that the minds have grasped. It bears fruits of useful knowledge and good morals. 
Anyone who is characterized by them will be of great goodness, best reputation, and 


highest status. 


The true incomparable virtue, and the lofty incomparable honor is striving in the 


paths of perfection, and keenness to possess virtues, and to abandon vices. 


It is this virtue that exalts the hearts, elevates the souls, purifies the insights, and 
leads its people to the highest goals and loftiest ranks. It is the one that raises nations 
to the height points of glory and honor, so that a good life may be attained in the 


earthly life, and lasting happiness in the afterlife. 


The origin and foundation of this is the correct belief based on faith in Allah, 
His angels, His books, His messengers, the Last Day, and predestination (good or 


bad), and the following actions of the hearts that revolve around submitting to Allah, 
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and the attraction of all the heart’s motives to Him, with the implementation of the 


apparent laws, and the following fulfillment of rights of all creatures. 


He (Glory be to Him) said, “Allah raises those of you who have believed and those 


who have been given the knowledge by degrees." 


11- It is a reason for victory, prevalence, and empowerment: This can only be for 
the people of the correct faith, for they are the victorious, the saved, and the supported, 
as he (Blessings and peace be upon him) said, “A group of my nation will continue to 
adhere to the truth. They are not harmed by those who let them down, until the 


matter of Allah comes while they are like that”. 


So, whoever adopts that belief, Allah will bring him victory, and whoever abandons 
it, Allah will bring him failure, because the deviation of the belief has the greatest 
impact on the rift of the nation’s entity, the splitting of its word, and the domination 


of its enemies. 


In addition, the nation deviating from its correct faith, deviating from the path of 
its correct religion (Islam), descends soon from its high status and lofty glory, and 
overlooks the abyss of vanishing and annihilation. So, it is afflicted with meanness 
after greatness, idleness after intelligence, humiliation after glory, abasement after 
elevation, and ignorance after knowledge, strife after agreement, and inactivity after 


activity. 


Everyone who has read history knows that when Muslims deviate from their religion, 
they become afflicted, like what happened to them in Andalusia and elsewhere. 
Therefore, what caused Andalusia to be lost, and encouraged the Nazarenes to occupy 


it and humiliate its people?! And what empowered the Tatars to launch their relentless 


1 Al-Mujadala: 11 
* Narrated by Muslim in the Book of Ruling 3/1524. 
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raid on the territories of Islam, killing nearly two million people, and undermining the 
edifice of the Islamic caliphate because of it? And what led Muslims to fall behind 
civilization in these late ages, so that they became dependent on others, and became 
an easy prey for their enemies who dominated them, so they violated their countries 


and seized their wealth?! 


This happened for several reasons, the most important of which is: “the deviation of 


the doctrine.” 


12- Safety and salvation: The Sunna is the ship of salvation, so whoever clings to it 


will be safe and saved, and whoever abandons it will drown and perish. 


13- The Islamic doctrine is the faith of intimacy and unity: Muslims did not unite, 
and their word did not agree in different eras and regions, except by their adherence 
to their faith and their applying to it, but they were not separated and did not disagree 


except for their distance from it and their deviation from its path. 


This is what its enemies in the past and in the present realized, as they have carried 
out fierce campaigns, by which they aim to weaken the faith in the hearts of Muslims 
so that division would prevails among them, and dissension could spread among their 


societies, so it will be easy, then, to eliminate them and to face their jihad and call. 


14- Uniqueness: It is a distinct belief with distinguished adherents: Their path is 


straight, and their goals are specific. 


15- It protects its adherents from confusion, chaos, and loss: ‘The method is one, and 


the principle is clear and unchanging, so its adherents are freed from following whims, 
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and are freed from confusion in their loyalty and disavowal, love and hate. ‘That is 
because the correct belief gives a precise criterion that never mistakes, so one is safe 
from being scattered, uncertain, or lost, so he knows to who he must be loyal, and to 


who he must be hostile, and he knows his rights and duties. 


16- It gives its adherents psychological and intellectual comfort: So, there is no 
anxiety in the self, and no disturbance in the thought, because this belief connects the 
believer with his Creator (the Mighty and Majestic), so he accepts Him as a Lord who 
controls and a Ruler who legislates, so his heart is reassured by His predestination, 


and his chest is open to His wisdom, and his thought is enlightened by His knowledge. 


17- The integrity of intent and action: In such a way, its adherents are safe from 
deviation in the worship of Allah (the Mighty and Majestic) so that they do not 
worship anything other than Allah, and do not hope for anything other than Him, 
unlike the people of other faiths who are deviants in worship, so you could find them 


worshiping graves, and distributing offerings and vows to them, like the Rafida (Shi'a) 
and Sufis. 


In some of the false doctrines and destructive trends, you will find someone who 
surrenders his leadership to Satan, and follows what the leaders of disbelief and the 


masters of misguidance suggest. 


18- It affects behavior, morals, and treatment: This belief has the greatest impact on 
that. People are governed and directed by their beliefs. Deviation in behavior, morals, 


and dealings is the result of deviation in belief. 


Behavior - in most cases - is the result of his belief and religion. 
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This creed enjoins its people to do good and forbids them from all evil, so it enjoins 
them with justice and moderation and forbids them from oppression and deviation. 
And this is what will become clear - Allah willing - when talking about the features 


of the Sunnis and the Community (4A/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a). 


19 - It pushes its adherents to firmness and seriousness in matters: So, they do not 
see an opportunity for useful knowledge and good deeds, without hastening to it in 
hope for the reward. Also, they do not see a site of sin, without avoiding it for fear of 
punishment. In this way, the conditions of the society will be straightened, because 
one of its foundations is belief in the Resurrection and recompense for deeds. Allah - 
the Most High - said: “And each has degrees of what they have done, and your Lord 


is not heedless of what they do”! 


20- It leads to the formation of a strong nation: that sacrifices everything dear and 
cheap, in order to establish its religion and consolidate its foundations, indifferent to 


what befalls it in that path, and not afraid of the false rumors or discouragement. 


21- It inspires in the believer’s self the glorification of the Book and the Sunna: 
Because he knows that the Book and the Sunna are the truth, correctness, guidance, 


and mercy. So, he is encouraged to venerate act on them. 


22- It links the believer to his righteous predecessors: What an honorable link it is, as 
every good is in following the predecessors. He is truthful who said: Every good is in 


following those who preceded, and all evil is in the innovation of those who succeeded. 


1 Al-An’am: 132 
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23- It guarantees a decent life for its adherents: Under the Islamic faith, security and 
decent life are achieved. ‘That is because it is based on belief in Allah, and the necessity 
of worshiping Him alone without anyone else. That is, without doubt, the cause of 
security, goodness and happiness in both worlds (Earthly life and the Afterlife). 


Security is the companion of faith, and if faith is lost, security. 


He, the Most Hight, said: “Those who have believed and did not mix up their faith 


with injustice (polytheism), those have security and those are guided”. 


So, pious believers have complete security and complete guidance in the immediate 
and the long term, and the polytheists and the disobedient are of the most deserved 


fear, as they are threatened with punishments and vengeance at all times. 


24 - It fills the heart with trust in Allah: as the Islamic belief commands the servant 


that his heart have to contain a lamp of trust in Allah. 


Trust in Allah (Tawakku/) in the language of the divine law (Shari'a) means to 
direct the heart in all its conditions and situations to Allah, and to derive aid from 


Him and to rely on Him alone, for that is the secret and reality of trust. 


What achieves trust in Allah is to take positive action, as Allah commanded us to 
do. Thus, whoever abandons taking action, his trust is not valid. So, trust in Allah 
does not encourage inaction or little action (laziness). Rather, it had a great impact on 
the great men’s initiation to do great deeds that they thought in advance that these 
deeds were greater than their ability, and that they are above their present capabilities. 
That is because reliance is one of the strongest reasons for achieving what is desired 
and preventing what is bad. Rather, it is the strongest reason at all. So, the heart’s 
reliance on the power, generosity, and kindness of Allah eradicates the germs of 
despair and springboards of laziness, and strengthens the back of hope with which the 


seeker enters the depths of the deep seas, and fights the ferocious lions in their deserts. 


Doctrine of Sunni Muslims and the Community | Muhammad Al-Hamad 35 


The greatest trust in Allah is reliance on Him (the Mighty and Majestic) in seeking 
guidance, purifying monotheism, following the Messenger, jihad against bad people, 
and achieving what Allah loves and is pleased with of faith, certainty, knowledge and 


call to Islam. This is the “Trust in Allah” of the Messengers and their followers. 


When the right human determination is associated with relying on the One in 
whose Hand is the dominion of everything, the outcome will be wisdom and success. 
“So, if you are determined, put your trust in Allah, for Allah loves those who rely (on 
Him)”.’ Thus, when a people combine taking action with relying on Allah, they will 
achieve a good standard of dignity and happy life. 


25- It encourages honor and dignity: The correct belief encourages its adherents to 
pride, dignity, and verbal and practical courage. So, when the servant is certain that 
Allah is the One who benefits or harms, and He is the One who provides or withholds, 
and he who seeks His help is the mighty, and he who seeks the help of someone other 
than Him is the humiliated, and that all creation are in need of Allah, yet they neither 
benefit nor harm him. That requires him to depend on the power of Allah, to seek 


always His help, to abandon fear of anything else, and lose hope except for His bounty. 


Thus, the servant, when he knows that what befell him was not going to miss him, 
and what missed him was not going to befall him, and that what was written for him 


(his predestination) must happen to him, his self becomes calm and his heart becomes 


sure, and He will depend on Allah in all his affairs. 


Thus, when someone depends on Allah (Glory be to Him), he will feel assured, 
and his heart will have no fear. ‘That is because he placed himself in a secure shelter, 
and preserved himself in a strong resort, so that neither the hand of a hostile enemy, 


nor a violent aggressor, can reach him. 


1 Aal-Imran: 159 
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In this way, he becomes liberated from being a slave of creatures. His heart should 
not be attached to any of them in terms of bringing benefit or warding off harm. 
Rather, Allah - alone - will be his protector and supporter, so he will victory and help 
of Him, so he will be supported and his affairs will be facilitated in a way that is not 
done for those who do not have this belief. Moreover, he can obtain strength of heart 


that does not happen to anyone, except those who have the same belief. 


26- It does not contradict correct knowledge: but rather supports it, urges it, and 
invites people to it. The beneficial knowledge that the Book (Qur’an) and the Sunna 
indicate is any knowledge that leads to lofty goals and yields beneficial fruits. There is 
no difference between the knowledge related to this worldly life or the afterlife. So, 
any knowledge that purifies deeds, improves morals, and guides to the path of Allah 
is useful knowledge. ‘The complete and comprehensive Islamic law commanded the 
learning of all useful sciences: Starting by learning monotheism of Allah and the 
fundamentals of religion (Islam), until the sciences of Islamic jurisprudence and 
rulings, as well as Arabic language sciences, or economic, political, military, industrial 
and medical sciences, or any other fields of knowledge that reform individuals and 


communities. 


The law of Allah commanded, urged, and encouraged learning every useful religious 
or worldly knowledge. ‘Thus, the law of Islam combined all types of useful knowledge. 
Rather, it made the beneficial worldly sciences part of the sciences of religion. ‘That is 
why the correct scientific facts cannot contradict the correct and explicit legal texts. 
And if the apparent opposition appears in reality, then either the reality is a mere claim 
that has no proof, or the text is not explicit in its opposition. That is because the 
explicit text and the facts of knowledge are both definitive, and the definitive cannot 
be contradicted. Mistakes are being made by extremist or materialistic people in this 


aspect. Thus, extremists confined themselves to some religious sciences, so they fell 
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short. As for the materialists, they confined themselves to some of the sciences of the 
universe, and denied everything else, so they became atheists and disbelievers, and 
their minds were confused, and their morals were corrupted. Thus, the outcome of 
their knowledge is that it has become just superficial inventions that do not nourish 
morals, nor purify minds and selves. Its harm is greater than its benefit and its evil is 
more than its good, because it was not based on the correct religion, nor was it 


associated with it. 


27- It combines the demands of the soul, the heart, and the body: One of these aspects 
does not prevail over the other, nor does one demand overpower another, but rather 
everything proceeds with the utmost precision, proportionality, and balance. Islam - 
despite it is concerned with purifying souls and promoting them through the grades 
of success - did not underestimate the senses, but rather decreed for the bodies their 


share of adornment and pleasure within the boundaries of justice. 


Among the evidences for this is that Allah (Glory be to Him) commanded the 
believers with what He commanded the Messengers. He commanded everyone to 
worship Him, to do righteous deeds that gratify Him, to eat of the good halal foods, 
and to extract what Allah has subjected to His servants in this life. So, He has driven 
those who adhere to correct religion and the right belief to every right excellence, 


highness, and progress. 


Whoever knows some features of this great religion will have realized the greatness 
of the grace of Allah upon His creation, and that whoever abandons that behind his 
back falls into falsehood, misguidance, disappointment, loss, and shackles. ‘That is 
because the other beliefs that contradict the Islamic belief are either superstitions and 
paganism or atheism and materialism, which make its people like beasts, but rather 


more misguided, because if the true religion departs from the hearts, beautiful morals 
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depart with it, and vice morals will take their place, bringing people down to the lowest 


levels so that their greatest concern will be enjoying the immediate pleasures of life. 


28- It recognizes the mind and defines its scope: The Islamic faith respects the sound 
mind, appreciates it, raises its status, does not restrict it, and does not deny its activity. 
And Islam does not accept a Muslim to turn off the light of his mind, and rely on 
blind imitation in matters of belief or others. Rather, Islam asks the Muslim to look 
into the kingdom of the skies and the earth, and to reflect on himself and the signs of 
Allah around him to comprehend the secrets of the universe and the facts of life, 
through which he can reach many matters of belief within the scope of his capacity. 
Rather, Islam mourns those who made their minds idle, and followed what they found 


their forefathers upon without reasoning, contemplation, or insight. 


Although Islam has this view towards the mind, it also defines the scope in which 
the mind may work. This is to preserve the mental energy from being distracted or 
dissipated behind the hidden matters that the mind cannot know or comprehend its 
truth, such as the divine entity, the soul, heaven, hell, and others. That is because the 
human mind has its field in which it works, and if it tries to go beyond this field, it 
will go astray and stumble in mazes that he cannot perceive. The domain of the mind 
is every sensed or viewed thing, but as for the hidden facts that do not fall under the 
scope of senses, there is no room for the mind to delve into them, and it should not 


deviate from what the legal texts indicated in these matters. 


29- It recognizes human emotions and guides them to the right direction: Emotions 
are something instinctive, so no normal person is stripped of them. The Islamic belief 
is not a dead or rigid belief, but rather it is a living belief that recognizes human 


emotions and values them with their due value, and at the same time does not unleash 
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them, but rather corrects them, elevates them and directs them in the right direction, 
which makes them a tool for goodness and reconstruction, instead of being a shovel 


for demolishing and destruction. 


This belief dominates the emotion of love and hate, and other emotions, and makes 
the one who has these emotions balanced in his actions, wise in his behavior and 
dealings. All of that stems from the rule that Allah sees him, looks at him, and will 
hold him accountable for his deeds, so he loves only for the sake of Allah, and he hates 
only for the sake of Allah, and he gives only for the sake of Allah, and he withholds 
only for the sake of Allah. So, he will not rush, for fervent love or a surge of anger, to 
commit an abominable act, or unacceptable behavior, or transcend the boundaries of 
Allah. Without this belief, society turns into an ignorant society. It will suffer spread 
chaos, and prevailed terror and fear, so its people will turn into wild beasts, whose only 
concern is killing, plundering, destruction and vandalism. This was the prominent 
feature that characterized the pre-Islamic society before the Islamic faith settled in the 


hearts of its people. 


30- In general, the Islamic belief is sufficient to solve all problems: whether the 
problems of division and confusion, or the problems of politics and economics, or the 


problems of ignorance, disease and poverty, or other than that. 


With the doctrine of Islam, Allah has gathered the disagreed hearts and varied 
whims. He enriched the Muslims with it after poverty, taught them after ignorance, 


gave them sight after blindness, fed them after hunger, and made them safe from fear. 
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Unit Two 


Attributes of the Sunnis and the Community 
Ahl al-Sunna Wa al-Jama’a 
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Just as the belief of the Sunnis and the Community (Ahl al-Sunna Wa al-Jama’a) has 
characteristics that distinguish it from other beliefs, so similarly do the Sunnis have 


attributes that distinguish them from the people of other sects and beliefs. 


These are the attributes that distinguished the predecessors of this nation, and 
those who have followed them correctly. So, any one who follows them should adopt 


these attributes, and adjust himself to them to have similar goodness and grace. 


Among the attributes that distinguish the Sunnis and the Community (4// al/- 


Sunna Wa al-Jama@a) are the following: 


1- Learning the religion only from the Book (Qur’an) and the Sunna: They take their 
religion and beliefs from that pure spring, as well as their worship, dealings, behavior, 
and morals. So, everything that agrees with the Book and the Sunna is accepted and 
acknowledged, and everything that contradicts them is attributed to its speaker and 


rejected, no matter who said it. 


This is contrary to the heretics and the misguided who turned away from these two 
sources, whether they were from the Sufis who took their religion through visions, 
dreams, claimed revelations, taste and wishes; or from the Rafidah (Shi'a) who took 
it, as they claim, from their imams (leaders) whom they claimed to be infallible, while 
their guided imams such as Ali, Al-Hassan and Al-Hussein (May Allah be gratified 
with them) disown them; or of the people of speech (philosophers), who made the 
mind a god, and made it a ruler over the texts of revelation; or of those who adopted 
immoral Western theories that contradict Islam totally and partially, such as some 
theories of psychology and science. So, the Sunnis and the Community (4A/ al-Sunna 
Wa al-Jama’a), have been given by Allah what is sufficient, which is the Book (Qur’an) 


and the Sunna, instead of the misguidance of the people of the earth. 


2- Submitting to the texts of the Islamic law (Shari'a), and understanding them 


according to the methodology of the predecessors: They submit to the texts of Islam, 
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whether they understand the wisdom behind them or not. ‘They do not judge the texts 
by their minds, but rather they judge their minds by the texts, and they understand 


them as the righteous predecessors understood them. 


3- Following the religion and abandoning innovation: for they do not put their 
opinion above the ruling of Allah and His Messenger, Muhammad (Blessings and 
peace be upon him), and they do not raise their voices above the voice of the Prophet, 
Muhammad (Blessings and peace be upon him). So, they do not agree that anyone 


may raise his voice above the voice of the Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him). 


On the contrary, the heretics and the misguided innovate in the religion and add 


to the revelation of the Lord of the worlds, so how bad is what they do! 


4- ‘Taking care of the Book and the Sunna: They care about the Qur’an in terms of 
memorization, recitation, and interpretation, and they care about the hadith in terms 
of narration and understanding. They are not like other heretics who care more about 


what their sheikhs (leaders, clerics...etc.) say than the Book and the Sunna. 


5- They never differentiate between the Book and the Sunna except as specified by 
the Legislator (Allah): for both of them is from Allah, and acceptance for both must 
be equal. Allah (Glory be to Him) said, “And he (Muhammad) does not utter 
according to the wish. It is nothing but a revealed revelation”.' Also, the Prophet 
(Blessings and peace be upon him) said, “Indeed, I was got this Qur’an and a similar 


one with it (Sunna)”.? 


6- Their evidence is the authentic Sunna, while abandoning the distinction between 
the hadith transmitted collectively or individually, whether in rulings or beliefs: They 
see the validity of the hadith if it was transmitted safely and surely from the Messenger 


of Allah (Blessings and peace be upon him) even by individual transmission. 


1 Al-Najm:4-5 
2 Narrated by Imam Ahmed and Abi-Dawood. 
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They are not like the heretics who say: ‘The hadith transmitted individually is not 
a proof in the matters of doctrine and belief, because it is uncertain. However, at the 


same time, they consider it valid to be acted upon in the legal rulings. 


7- They do not have a greatest leader (imam) whom they act on all what he says, 
except the Messenger, Muhammad (Blessings and peace of Allah be upon him): 
As for other than the Messenger (Blessings and peace be upon him), they judge what 
he says by the Book and the Sunna, so whatever agrees with them is accepted, and 
what does not agree with them is not accepted, as they believe that everyone's saying 


may be taken or left except for the Messenger (Blessings and peace be upon him). 


8- They are the most knowing about the Messenger (Blessings and peace be upon 
him): ‘They know his guidance, his deeds, his sayings, and his approvals. ‘Therefore, 


they are the people who love him the most and follow his Sunna. 


They are not like the heretics who know about their leaders (imams) what they do 


not know about the Messenger of Allah (Blessings and peace be upon him). 


9- Abiding by the whole religion: So, they act on the whole religion, and they believe 
in the whole Book in compliance with the saying of the Highest God (Allah), 
“Believers, enter (abide by) into peace (Islam) all’. They are not like those who 
divided their religion and became sects, each party is rejoicing with what they have. 
And they are not like those who forgot a portion of what they were commanded to 
do, and those who made the Qur’an divided, so they believe in some of the Book and 


disbelieve in some. 


10- Adhering to the commands of Islam firmly: by adhering to them, and accepting 
them in times of ease and adversity, interest and compulsion, anger and contentment, 


and when being selfish. 


1 Al-Baqara: 208 
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11- Honoring the righteous predecessors: Sunnis honor the righteous predecessors, 
and they follow them as an example, and they follow their guidance, and they see that 


their method is the safest, the most knowledgeable, and the wisest. 


12- Combining the revealed texts in one issue, and referring the ambiguous to the 
unambiguous: They combine the legal texts in one issue, and refer the ambiguous 


texts to the unambiguous texts until they get to the correct ruling in the issue. 


They are not like many sects that forgot a portion of what they were commanded 
to do, and who looked at the legal texts with one eye, so they became misguided and 
misguiding. This is like those who deny the attributes of Allah, and those who believe 
that Allah is similar to His creatures, and those who deny predestination, and those 


who deny human will. 


13- Combining knowledge and worship: unlike the others who are only busy with 


worship, or only busy with knowledge, the Sunnis and the Community combine both. 


14- Combining depending on Allah with taking action: They do not deny causality, 
nor the influence of causes if they are proven by Islamic law or nature, and they do not 


abandon taking action, and at the same time, they do not depend totally on them. 


They believe that the servant - with faith in Allah and trust in Him - must work 
hard, fulfill the means of salvation, and ask Allah to facilitate his religious and worldly 


affairs. 


They do not see that there is a contradiction between relying on Allah and taking 
action, because the texts of the Islamic law (Shari’a) are full of commands to rely on 
Allah, while taking halal or permissible actions in the various affairs of life. He, the 
Highest, said: “When the prayer is over, disperse in the land”.t And He said, “Walk 
in its lands”,” and He said: “And take provisions, and the best provision is piety”, and 
* Al-Jumu’a: 10 


2 Al-Mulk: 15 
3 Al-Baqara: 197 


Doctrine of Sunni Muslims and the Community | Muhammad Al-Hamad 47 


He said, “And prepare for them what you can of strength and of the string of horses, 
with which you intimidate the enemy of Allah and your enemy”.' And the Prophet 
(Blessings and peace be upon him) said: “Be keen for what benefits you, and seek help 
from Allah, and do not be helpless. And if something befalls you, do not say: If I had 
done such-and-such, it would have been such-and-such, as (the word) "if" unlocks 


the devil's work”.” 


This is what the textual, mental and factual evidences require, because Allah (Glory 
be to Him) linked causes to results, and decided that results should have causes. So, 
goals have ways and means to be achieved, and He decided that this is to be apparent 


to the eyes and minds, and executed it in reality, and stated it in the transmitted texts. 


They are not like those who deny causality and the influence of causes, like the 
Ash‘aris (the followers of Abu Al-Hasan Al-Ash’ari), nor like those who considered 
what is not a cause - according to the law of religion and life - a cause, nor like the 
superstitious who believe that the planets can influence earthly events, nor like the 
Rawafid (Shi'a) who believe that the soil of Karbala’ - especially the soil at the tomb 


of Al-Hussein - is a cure for every disease! 


Thus, they are not also like those who rely on means and causes, but abandon relying 
on Allah, nor like those who abandon the adoption of means and causes, claiming that 
doing them contradicts trust in Allah, and that abstaining from them is the highest 


level of depending on Allah. 


This is all misguidance and falsehood. That is why some scholars said: ‘Too much 
believing in the influence of the causes and means is polytheism, and not believing at 
all in the influence of the causes and means is lack of reason, and turning away from 


taking action altogether is against the law of Allah (Shari'a). 


1 Al-Anfal: 60 
2 Narrated by Muslim (2664) 
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15- Combining having life pleasure with abandoning it: The Sunnis and the 
Community (4A/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama’a) do not denounce the one who enjoys the 
halal or permissible pleasures in this world or strives to earn a living. Rather, they 
believe that a person should have sufficient money to support himself and those under 
his responsibility. Also, he should not be in need of people’s support or have greed for 
what they have, provided that the earthly life is not his greatest concern, nor the extent 
of his knowledge, nor he earns money by illegal means, nor he is distracted from his 


duties. 


They do not also blame those who prefer subsistence and are satisfied with a little 
of the world's enjoyment, because they believe that asceticism is mainly an attribute 
of the heart. It means to leave what does not benefit in the afterlife. But if the servant 
(of Allah) obtains many assets and favors in this life, and if he owns these materialist 
pleasures in hand without dominating or distracting his heart, so he feeds his brothers 
with it, gives alms to the poor and the needy, and helps the afflicted, this will be a big 


and special blessing to him from Allah, which He gives to whomever He wills. 


An example of this is Al-Siddiq, Umar, Uthman, Ali, Abd al-Rahman Ibn Awf, 


and other wealthy companions of the Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him) from 
the immigrants (Muhajireen) and the partisans (Ansar) (May Allah be gratified with 


them). 


For example, Ibn Al-Mubarak (May Allah have mercy on him), he was one of the 
richest people of his time, and at the same time he was one of the most ascetic, if not 


the most ascetic. Allah gave him money, so he spent all of it for religious purposes. 
Thus, we find some Sunnis who are poor, content, and satisfied with the little. 
So, these did not denounce those, and those did not denounce these. 


They are not like those who live for their earthly life, and toil for it. It is their biggest 


concern and their most knowledge, so they do not make enemies except only for it, 
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and they do not make friends only for it, and you find them exert continuous effort 
every day and night in their eagerness to earn money from anywhere or by any means, 


and no matter it was earned legally or not. 


On the contrary, there are the idle Sufis and others who live dependent on people, 
and do not perceive asceticism except by abandoning life and turning away from it 
altogether. Thus, they see that preoccupation with seeking their livelihood is contrary 


to asceticism. 


That is why Allah (Glory be to Him) did not mention trade in any degrading 
context, except if it distracts people from a religious duty, as Allah (Glory be to Him) 
said, “And when they see trade or amusement, they turn to it and leave you 


(Muhammad) standing. Say, what Allah has is better than amusement and trade. 
And Allah is the best provider.”" 


But when trade does not distract Muslims from their religious duties or being 
preferred over them, Allah mentions it justly as it should be mentioned. Allah, the 
Exalted and Majestic, said, “Men who neither trade nor selling distracts them from 

1 & 


» 2 


the mentioning of Allah, establishing prayer, and paying charity (zakat)”. 


He confirmed that these virtuous people were merchants and sellers, but they did 
not occupy themselves with various kinds of trade benefits instead of the commands 
of Allah. Just as Islam permitted earning money and investing its profits in the straight 
ways, it permitted enjoying it and pleasing ourselves with it, provided that it is spent 


economically. 


He, the Highest, said: “Say (Muhammad): Who forbids the adornment of Allah 
that He has produced for His servants and the good things from His provision”.* He 
said also in the verse before it: “Eat and drink and do not be extravagant”.* As for the 
1 Al-Jumu’a:11 
2 Al-Nur:37 


3 Al-A’raf: 32 
4 Al-A’raf: 31 


50 Doctrine of Sunni Muslims and the Community | Muhammad Al-Hamad 


verses mentioned in the context of asceticism and degradation of the earthly life, they 
are not intended to encourage a person to live without pleasures or with dead desires. 
Rather, they are intended for other goals, such as relieving the poor who cannot earn 
their livelihood, and cannot achieve a good standard of living, so that they may become 


less sad because of its effects. 


Another goal is to correct the strayed humans and purify them from extravagance 
and greed, so that they may not be driven away from the path of Allah, or diverted to 
earning by inappropriate means. Thus, belittling the enjoyment of this life, and 
despising its pleasures in the souls of people, raises them above immersing themselves 
in it, and makes them greater than being always and only concerned with this life. 
Indeed, when a person devotes himself to the pleasures of life, and his heart is never 
awake from playing with its adornments, his emotions die, and he forgets - whether 
on purpose or not - what are the good attributes and manners, and he becomes like 


the cattle in their low life. 


As for what was reported that some of the righteous predecessors used to abandon 
the pleasures and turn away from the soft life, yet they were capable of it, or they 
already had it - they did not consider that action in itself as a means to gratify Allah, 
but rather they seek the means to exercise the self, and train it to disobey the lusts so 


that it can easily control them and be able to get rid of its deviated whims effortlessly. 


16- Combining fear, hope and love: 50, the Sunnis and the Community combine 
these things, and they see that there is no disagreement or contradiction between 
them. He (Glory be to Him) said in describing the best of His servants: “They used 
to hasten to do good deeds and supplicate to Us with hope and fear, and they were 
submissive to Us”.' Also, He said, in the context of praising His faithful servants: 


“Their sides forsake their beds, calling upon their Lord in fear and hope, and they 


1 Al-Anbiya’: 90 
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spend out of what We have provided for them”.’ He said: “Is it he who is worshipping 
during the night, prostrating and standing, fearing the Afterlife, and hoping for the 
mercy of his Lord”.” Also, He said: “And they hope for His mercy and fear His 
punishment”.” And He commanded us to worship Him with fear and hope, as in His 


saying: “And supplicate to Him with fear and hope”.* 


This is the method of the Sunnis and the Community (44/ al-Sunna Wa al-Jama‘a) 


in this matter. 


As for those other than them, they do not combine fear, love, and hope, but rather 


they take some worship from this, and they abandon another thing else. 


Extremists of Sufism, for example, say: We worship Allah, not out of fear of His 
punishment, nor out of hope for His reward. We only worship Him out of love for 


His entity, as expressed by many of them, such as Rabia al-Adawiya, who says: 

I love you two times: Love that I desire ... and love that You deserve. 

As for the love that I desire: My occupation with remembering You instead of others. 
As for the love that You deserve: You revealed the coverings for me to let me see You. 
And as Ibn Arabi, the Sufi, said: 

I embrace love wherever it exists ... So, love is my religion and belief. 


There is no doubt that this is a false path and a corrupt method, and it has serious 
effects, including feeling safe from the plotting of Allah, and its goal is leaving the 
religion. The one who persists in not caring about committing sins and hopes for the 


mercy of his Lord without deeds - falls into delusion, vain hopes, and false wishes. 


1 Al-Sajdah: 16 
2 Al-Zumar: 9 
3 Al-Isra’: 57 

4 Al-A’raf: 56 
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As for the Kharijites (al-Khawarij), they worshipped Allah with fear alone, and 
they did not make their worship of Allah (the Mighty and Sublime) coupled with love. 
Therefore, they do not find pleasure in worship, nor a desire for it, so the status of the 
Creator is like that of a tyrant ruler or an unjust king. This leads to hopelessness and 
despair of the mercy of Allah, and its purpose is to disbelieve in Allah (Glory be to 
Him). 


As for the Sunnis and the community, they see - as mentioned before - that it is 
necessary to combine fear, love and hope. ‘There is a well-known saying among the 
righteous predecessors (Salaf), which is their saying: Whoever worships Allah with 
love alone is a heretic, whoever worships Him with fear alone is a Haruri’ (a Kharijite), 
whoever worships Him with hope alone is someone who believes that righteous deeds 
are not an undetached part of the belief (Murji’a), and whoever worships Him with 


fear, love and hope is a monotheistic believer. 


17- Combining mercy and gentleness with severity and harshness: He (Glory be to 
Him) said describing the Companions (al-Sahaba) (May Allah be gratified with 


them): “Harsh with the unbelievers, merciful among themselves”. 


He said, describing His faithful servants whom He loves and who love Him: 
“Humiliated with the believers, mighty with the unbelievers”.> Then our Prophet 
Muhammed (Blessings and peace be upon him) is the prophet of mercy, and he is also 


the Prophet of battling. He is also the Prophet who laughs and who fights. 
It was said to describe him: 


There is no she-camel that carried on her back someone who is more fulfilling of his 


vows and more keeping of his promises than Muhammad. 


It also said also about him: 


1 Relating to Harura’, a city in Irag, which is the home of the first Kharijites. 
2 Al-Fat-h: 29 
3 Al-Ma’ida: 54 


Doctrine of Sunni Muslims and the Community | Muhammad Al-Hamad 53 


There is no she-camel that carried on her back someone who is harsher with his 


enemies than Muhammad. 


Thus, it is not surprising that this is a characteristic of his nation - the Sunnis 


and the Community, as he is their role model and example. 


They are not like others who reversed the matter, so they denounced the believers, 
and spoke harshly to them, and courted the unbelievers, the heretics, and the 


hypocrites, and were kind and gentle with them. 


Also, they are not like those who take one aspect of the guidance of the predecessors, 
and leave the other side, so they either become harsh in all their conditions, or they 


become soft in all their conditions. 


The Sunnis combine this and that, and each in its proper place, according to the 


needs and the circumstances. 


18 - Combining reason and emotion: So, their minds are wise, their emotions are 
sincere, and their standards are disciplined. ‘They did not let reason dominate emotion, 
nor emotion dominate reason, rather they combined the two in the fullest and most 


complete manner. 


They are not like the Mu'tazila (literally: the isolated) who closed their minds and 
dealt with the texts of the divine law (Shari’a) with coldness and indifference, nor like 
the Sufis who exaggerate what they call “dissolution”! and their alleged “informality”. 
They are not like the Rafida (Shi’a) who were led by the passion of love for some 
relatives of the Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him) (Ah! al-Bayt) until they 


went to extremes in loving them and worshiped them, nor like the arrogant Kharijites 


1 According to the sufist deviated belief: To dissolve in a state in which one sees nothing except Allah. A dissolution 
that makes him dismiss everything except Allah to the extent that he feels he does not need to remember Allah or do 
any righteous deeds for his sake! A more extremist dissolution state is to feel that that he and Allah became one 
entity to the extent that one feels that the Creator is the creature and the creature is the Creator. This dissolution is 
absolute delusion that contradict the belief of the righteous predecessors (Salaf) 

* According to the sufist deviated belief: Informality is to reach a level that one is not to be formal or polite with Allah, 
and to abandon all boundaries of respect and differences between the Lord and the servant! No need to comment on 
that madness! 
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who were led by hatred until they considered Ali and Mu’awiyah and the Companions 
with them (May Allah be gratified with them) unbelievers and deemed their blood- 
shedding lawful. So, the Sunnis are a people who control themselves; they are not 
provoked by every emotion or a misguiding person so that their reaction will never be 
inappropriate like those who deny human will in opposition to those who deny 
predestination of Allah, as well as the Murji’a who say that righteous deeds are not an 
undetached part from the belief, and the Kharijite who deem those who commit big 


sins disbelievers! 


As for the Sunnis and the Community, although their emotions are strong, those 
emotions are controlled by the mind, and that mind is controlled by the Islamic law 


(Shari'a). “Light upon light, Allah guides to His light whomever He wills”. 


Their love for the Messenger of Allah (Blessings and peace be upon him), for 
example, did not make them raise him above the status that Allah had made for him. 
Their hatred of the disbelievers and the heretics is not a motive for oppressing them 


or saying false things about them. 


19- Justice: Justice is one of the greatest characteristics of the Sunnis, for they are the 
most just people, and the first people who abide by the sayings of Allah (the Mighty 
and Sublime): “Believers, be maintainers of justice, bearers of witness for Allah”.” and 
His saying: “And ifyou say, be just, even ifhe is a relative”.’ Even if the sects quarreled, 
they resort to the Sunnis, and if the Sunnis did not do justice, then who does justice?! 
They do not oppress anyone, and they do not deny his right, no matter who he is. If 
you want evidence for that, take a look at the books that evaluate and categorize the 


narrators of the hadith, you will see what confirms and proves it. 


1 An-Nur: 35 
2 An-Nisa: 135 
3 Al-An’am: 152 
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One of the manifestations of their justice is that they do not judge those who judge 


them to be disbelievers in the same way. 


20- Scientific honesty: Honesty is the adornment of knowledge, and its spirit that 
makes it fruitful. So, if you look at the biographies of the knowledgeable men, you 
will find a vast distance between and others in terms of scientific honesty. The Sunnis 
and the Community have the highest level in this aspect. They are the most 
trustworthy people in science, and they are keen to be distinguished in that. A good 
manifestation of their scientific honesty is the trustworthiness in transmission, and 
avoidance of forgery, overturning facts, cutting off texts or distorting them. If they 
quote someone who disagree with them, they quote his words exactly, so they do not 
take what agrees with their opinion, and leave what else in order to condemn the 
transmitted words, but rather they convey the words of the speaker completely. If they 


are true, they approve them, and if they are false, they denounce them. 


Evidence for their scientific honesty too is that they do not give any exaggerated 
interpretation of the words, and that they mention their right and their wrong as well, 
and that they return to the truth when it becomes clear, and they do not issue fatwas 


(religious opinion) or judges except according to what they know. 


They are also the keenest people to attribute the speech to the one who said it, and 


they never attribute it to someone else. 


As for the heretics who follow their own desires, do not ask about their negligence 
in this aspect, for how much do they follow their desires, judge by ambiguous texts 
and customs, embellish falsehood, inverted or one-eyed reasoning, amputation of texts 
or quotations, claiming that the revealed text contradicts what is reasonable, sectarian 
fanaticism, exaggeration on the pretext of consensus, attributing books to those who 


did not write them, and distorting the meanings of the texts. 
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21- Moderation: Moderation is one of the greatest characteristics the Sunnis and the 
Community, just as the nation of Islam is moderate between nations that tend to 
harmful extremism, and nations that tend to destructive carelessness. Likewise, the 
Sunnis and the community are moderate between heretic nations that deviated from 


the straight path. Among the manifestations of this moderation are the following: 


A - Sunnis are moderate in the issue of the attributes of Allah, between the people of 
negation and the people of analogy: the people of negation deny and negate the 
attributes, and the people of analogy acknowledge them and make them similar to the 


attributes of creatures. 


As for Sunnis, they acknowledge the attributes of Allah - the Highest - with 
certainty without analogy, and they admit also that Allah is not like His creatures. So, 
they combined the best of both teams. ‘That is negation and acknowledgment, and 


they left what both teams erred and abused in terms of negation and analogy. 


B - They are moderate in the issue of the Afterlife penalty, between the Murji’ah and 
the extremists: the Murji’ah said: Doing sin does not harm with heart faith, just as 
obedience does not benefit with disbelief, and they claimed that faith is merely belief 
in the heart, even if it is not spoken, so they separated between deeds and faith, and 


they said that Allah would punish the obedient and reward the disobedient! 


As for the extremists, they are the ones who say that Allah must - according to 
reason - punish the disobedient, just as He must reward the obedient. However, they 
say that whoever dies with a big sin and does not repent of it, Allah will never forgive 
him. As for the Sunnis, they are moderate between denying the punishment like the 
Murji’ah and making it obligatory like the extremists. ‘Thus, whoever dies with a big 


sin according to them, his fate is decreed by Allah. If He wants, He will punish him, 
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and if He wants, He will forgive him, and if He punishes him for it, He will not stay 
eternally in Hell like the unbelievers, but rather He will come out of Hell and enter 


Heaven. 


C- Moderate in the issue of takfir': This issue is included in the paragraph that 
follows. So, while we find a group who hasten to judge that some Muslims have lost 
faith totally and become disbelievers, and declare takfir for the one who does a big sin, 
even if he pronounces the two testimonies of Islam, prays, fasts, and performs the 
obligations of Islam without verifying the validity of his Islam and with conditions 
that they specified on their own and that were not mentioned in the Qur’an or the 
Sunna, which is the case of the Kharijites (Khawarij) and the likes - we find another 
group that deal with takfir very carelessly, so they prevent it totally, and see that anyone 
who utters the two testimonies of Islam by his tongue cannot be declared a non- 
Muslim, in any case, but rather they say that it is not permissible to say that a specific 


person is non-Muslim, but rather say that only deeds are non-Islamic. 


Hence, they never say that anyone is non-Muslim or disbeliever, even the apostates, 
those who claim prophethood, those who deny the obligation of the prayer, and the 


perpetrators of such things that Muslim scholars agree that they cause someone to lose 


his faith. 


As for the Sunnis, Allah has guided them to the truth with His permission for their 


adherence to the legal evidence (Qur’an and Hadith). 


They do not prohibit takfir totally, nor do they apply takfir to every sin, and they do 
not say that takfir of a specific person is not possible, nor do they say takfir could be 


applied in general without fulfilling the conditions of takfir, and the absence of its 


1 Judging that a Muslim is an unbeliever or declaring that a Muslim who has committed a specific act to be a non- 
Muslim. 
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preventions in the case of a specific person. They do not say that a Muslim who 


apparently acts as a Muslim or wants to be a Muslim is not a Muslim. 


Rather, they have good opinion of the monotheistic people of the same qiblah 


(prayer direction), and of those who became or want to become Muslims. 


So, whoever commits an act of disbelief, and the conditions applied to him, and 


the preventions are absent in his case, the Sunnis do not hesitate or feel embarrassed 


to declare that he left Islam (takfir). 


D - They are moderate in the issue of the names of religion and faith or the issue of 
the names and rulings between the Kharijites and the Mu'tazilah and between the 
Murji’a and the Jahmiyyah (four heretic sects). What is meant by names here: The 
names of religion such as: believer, Muslim, disbeliever, and sinner. What is meant by 


rulings is the Islamic rulings of these people in this world and the Afterlife. 


The Kharijites and the Mu'tazila said that no one deserves to be called a believer 
except for the one who believes in the heart, acknowledges with the tongue, performs 
all duties, and avoids all prohibitions. Based on this, the one who commits a big sin is 
not called a believer, according to what the two parties agreed upon. But they differed: 


Is he called a disbeliever or not? 


The Kharijites call him a disbeliever, and consider his blood and money lawful. As 
for the Mu'tazilah, they said: The perpetrator of a big sin left faith and did not enter 


into disbelief, so he is in a position between the two positions. 


As for the rulings of the Afterlife, the two parties agreed that whoever dies with 
a big sin without repentance will be eternally in Hell. As for the Murji’a, as their 
doctrine previously explained, disobedience does not harm its perpetrator if he is a 
Muslim, so the perpetrator of the big sin, according to them, is a believer who has 


complete faith, and does not deserve to enter Hell. 
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As for the Sunnis, their doctrine is a middle ground between these two doctrines. 
For them, the perpetrator of a big sin is a believer for his faith, and a sinner for his 
sin, or he is a believer with incomplete faith, and his faith has decreased as much as 
he committed a sin. So, they do not deny him faith in the first place, like the Kharijites 
and Mu'tazila, and they do not say that his faith is complete, like the Murji’ah. So, his 
ruling in the Afterlife is that Allah may pardon him and he may enter Heaven initially, 
or Allah may punish him according to his sin, then get him out and let him enter 


Heaven, as stated before. 


E - They are moderate in the issue of predestination between those who deny the will 
of Allah and those who deny the human will: The first said: Man (servant of Allah) 
has independent action in terms of will and power, and the will and power of Allah 
have no influence on that. ‘They also say: ‘The actions of man are not created by Allah, 


rather people do create their actions. 


Those who deny human will (Jabariyyah) went to extremes in proving the 
predestination, to the extent that they denied that man has the least action, rather he, 
in their claim, has neither freedom nor action, like a feather in the wind, but actions 
are attributed to him metaphorically, so it is said: He prayed, fasted, killed, and stole, 


just as it is said: The sun rose, the wind blew, and the rain fell. 


As for the Sunnis and the Community, they are moderate in this aspect as they 
said: we acknowledge human will and man’s power to choose his actions, but his will 
and power do exist by the permission of Allah. He (Glory be to Him) said: “And you 
do not want except if Allah wants: Lord of the worlds”.’ They say - also - man has 
will, and Allah creates his actions. Allah said: “And Allah created you and what you 


do” 2 


1 Al-Takweer: 28-29 
2 Al-Saffat: 96 
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The actions of servants are from Allah in terms of creation, foundation, and 


predestination, and they are from the servants in terms of doing and responsibility. 


F - They are middle in their loving of the Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him) 
between the extremists and the deniers: The Sunnis and the Community love the 
Messenger (Blessings and peace be upon him) and believe that he is the best of human 
beings, that he is the master of the messengers, and the last of the prophets, and they 
see that the most perfect of believers in faith is the most perfect of them in love and 


following of the Messenger (Blessings and peace be upon him). 


Despite that, they believe that he is a human being, who has no power to benefit or 
harm himself or others except in terms of what Allah has destined for him, and they 
believe that he died and that his religion remains until the Day of Resurrection. ‘This 
is in contrast to those who went to extremes about him, so they raised him above his 
status, and believed that he could respond to supplication, so they directed worship to 
him instead of Allah. This is like the case of the extremist Sufis. One of their speakers, 


who is Al-Busiri, says regarding the Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him): 


“Oh, the most generous of creation, I have no one to turn to except you when the 
general accident befalls ... for from your generosity the world and its harm, and from 


your knowledge is the knowledge of the board and the pen (predestination). 
He also says about him (Blessings and peace be upon him): 

If he does not help me in the afterlife ... with generosity or my foot will slip. 
There are also more of such extremism that takes its doer out of Islam. 


On the contrary, there are those who were unfaithful to the right of the Messenger of 
Allah (Blessings and peace be upon him), and who turned away from his law, and did 


not judge him in what they differed in, or those who claimed that his law had been 
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replaced by another law, such as the extremists of esotericism. One of them, who is 


the poet Ali Ibn al-Fadl al-Batini, says to explain their doctrine: 


Take the tambourine, o girl, and hit it and sing your songs, then have fun. A prophet 
of the sons of Hashim took over, and this is a prophet of Bani Ya’rob. For every 
prophet who has passed, there is a law, and this is the law of this prophet, for he has 
removed from us the obligations of prayer and the obligation of fasting, so we have 
become comfortable. If people pray, do not do it, and if they fast, eat and drink. And 


do not go to pilgrimage at the Safa, and do not visit the grave in Yathrib. 
Until the end of what he said of that clear and blunt blasphemy (Kufr). 


The same applies to those who believe that his law (Blessings and peace be upon him) 
is not compatible with civilization and does not meet the requirements of the age. As 
for the Sunnis, they are middle - as it was mentioned above -, so they believe that he 


is the servant of Allah and His Messenger, as he commanded us to say about him. 


G - They are middle about the Companions of the Messenger of Allah between the 
Shiite (Rafidah) and the Kharijites: The Rafidah (May Allah curse them) insult the 
Companions (May Allah be gratified with them) and curse them, and they may 
consider them, some or all, as disbelievers. Also, the majority of them - despite their 
insults to many of the companions and caliphs - go to extremes for Ali and his children 
(May Allah be gratified with them) and believe in them to be divine. As for the 
Kharijites, they opposed these Rafidites, so they considered Ali, Muawiya, and the 
Companions who favored them as disbelievers, and they fought them and made their 


blood and money lawful. 


As for the Sunnis and the Community, they are middle between the extremism of 
these people and the denial of those, so Allah guided them to recognize the virtues of 


the Companions, and that they are the best of this nation in faith, Islam, knowledge 
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and wisdom, but they did not go to extremes about them, nor did they believe in their 
infallibility, but they loved them for their good companionship, their great history, 
and their good support of Islam, as well as their jihad with the Messenger of Allah 
(Blessings and peace be upon him). 


H - They are middle in terms of reason between those who take it as a god and those 
who abandoned it: ‘The Sunnis and the Community do not cancel reason, deny it, or 
restrict it, but rather believe that the mind has a sublime position, and that Islam 
values the mind, and allows it to work in the fields of knowledge, consideration, and 
thinking. At the same time, they do not deify the mind, nor do they make it a ruler 
over the texts of revelation. Rather, they see that the mind has a limit at which it must 


stop. Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has set an uncrossable limit for the minds. 


As for others, they are either extremists or deniers in this issue. The Mu'tazila, the 
philosophers, and the people of speech in general deify the mind, and consider it as a 
source of belief, so what agrees with the mind - or what they call rational certainties - 
is accepted and adopted by them, and what contradicts with the mind is rejected or 
interpreted by them, yet their minds are different, and their perceptions are different. 


Indeed, one of them may disagree with himself. 


As for the people of superstition and deceit, they have abandoned reason, and accepted 
what is unacceptable and unreasonable. ‘This is like the case of many Sufis who are 


deceived by most of the falsehoods and mistakes. 


The Tijaniyya - which is one of the Sufi sects - believe that whoever sees the leader of 


the sect, Ahmad al-Tijani, will enter Heaven!! 


How can that be, while the best of human beings, the Messenger of Allah (Blessings 


and peace be upon him) was seen by disbelievers, and despite that, their vision did not 


Doctrine of Sunni Muslims and the Community | Muhammad Al-Hamad 63 


benefit them in anything as they disbelieved in Allah Almighty, such as Abu Lahab 
and Abu Jahl?! 


As for the superstitions and foolishness of the Shiite (Rafidah), they are a lot. One of 
them is that they hate speaking with ten, or doing something that is ten, even in a 
building that is not built on ten pillars, nor on ten trunks, and so on. That is because 
they hate the ten best Companions of the prophet, who are promised with Heaven: 
Abu Bakr, Umar, Othman, Ali, Talha, Al-Zubayr, Saad bin Abi Waqqas, Saeed bin 
Zaid bin Amr bin Nufail, Abd al-Rahman bin Awf, and Abu Ubaidah bin Al-Jarrah 
(May Allah be gratified with them) they hate all of them except Ali bin Abi Talib, 
(May Allah be gratified with him). An act of their foolishness is that they represent 
what they hate as objects or animals, then they do with these objects and animals what 
they see as a punishment for those they hate. For example, they take a sheep - and it 
may be a red sheep because Aisha (the Mother of believers and the Prophet’s wife) is 
called Al-Humaira (The red-skinned woman) - and they consider it to be Aisha, so 
they torture it by pulling its hair and other things, and they see that this is a 
punishment for Aisha!! Another example is that they take a container full of ghee, 
then they cut open its belly and the ghee comes out, and they drink it, and they say 
this is like cutting Omar and drinking his blood! Likewise, some of them name the 
two donkeys of the mill Abu Bakr and Omar, then they punish the two donkeys, 


considering that punishment to be for Abu Bakr and Omar! 


In sum, everyone who deviates from the straight path must deviate from the sound 
mind, whether an individual or a group, even if those are at a high level of sharpness 
of mind and intelligence. ‘The real intellect is that of wisdom not knowledge. ‘Thus, if 
intelligence and its consequences are not spent in what the servant was created for, it 


becomes a curse on him. 


Take, for example, a people like the Japanese. ‘That country is at the forefront of the 


developed industrial countries, but what this life development becomes of no 
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importance when they disbelieved in Allah and turned away from the correct faith and 


the true religion. 


While their minds are open to inventing the most accurate and modern devices, you 
will find them completely bankrupt in the aspect of faith, so they canceled their minds, 
and did not benefit from it as they denied the most obvious and right things. For 
example, when their former emperor, Hirohito, died, it was announced on 11/22/1990 
that the country's new emperor, Akihito, had officially become the nation's god. ‘This 
happened after he performed the special religious rituals that went on for the whole 
previous night in the imperial palace. The cost of the ritual ceremony was equal to 


nine million pounds sterling! 


O Allah, praise be to You for the blessing of Islam, and praise be to You for the 


blessing of the Sunna, and praise be to You for the blessing of reason. 


| - They are moderate in dealing with scholars: the Sunnis love their scholars, honor 
them, behave politely with them, defend them, think well of them, spread their 
praises, seek them out, learn from them, and abide by their opinion. That is because 
they know that the scholars are the heirs of the prophets and those charged with the 
task of calling to Allah and informing people, and they are the ones the nation turns 
to -after Allah- in times of adversity. It is obligatory for the nation to be loyal to them, 


put them in their position, and appreciate them as they deserve. 


Then, at the same time, they see that scholars are not infallible humans, but they can 
also make mistakes, forget, or follow whims, but this does not detract from their value, 


and does not justify not benefiting from their knowledge. 


Likewise, they are not quick to judge the scholars to be wrong, rather they prove it, 
and if it is proven to them that a scholar made a mistake, they do not agree with him 


in terms of his mistake, and they do not search for it deeply, and they do not take it 
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as an excuse to offend him and diminish his value, rather they hide it and do not 
publish it, unless it spreads, and there is fear that people go astray by it. In the same 
time, they criticize the words of that scholar, while preserving his status, noting that 
only those who are qualified to reply should do so, and that the reply has to be focused 
on the speech, not the person, and that an attempt should be made to spare him 


embarrassment, and his words are to be interpreted in the best sense. 


On the contrary, there are those who devalued the scholars, and were not proud of 


them, so they did not take into account their rights, such as the Kharijites or so. 


They are unlike those who sanctified their scholars, exaggerated their status, and 
raised them above their position, so they imitated them absolutely without following 
the evidence and they did not take the truth as their guide, but rather they made their 
guide the saying of the sheikh. ‘This is like the Shiites (Rafidah) who went to extremes 
about their imams, rather they raised them to a position that neither a sent prophet 
nor an angel close to Allah reached, so they believed in their infallibility, and kept 


them away from error, omission, and forgetfulness. 


The same goes for the extremist Sufis who go to extremes about their sheikhs, and 
they see that whoever says to his sheikh: Why? has become a disbeliever, and they say: 
If you are with the Sheikh, be like a dead person in the hands of his washer. 


They are unlike those who see the scholars as having a high status, but they do not 
treat them as human beings who may mistake, forget, or follow whims, but rather they 
deal with them as if they could never make a mistake, so as soon as they see a mistake 
from a scholar, they magnify that mistake, enlarge it and spread it, and make it an 
excuse to criticize him, defame him, harm him, and keep people away from him. So, 
they brought together two contradicting conditions, and their extremism led them to 
carelessness, as they glorify the scholars and put them in a position where they cannot 
are infallible, while they abuse their position by criticizing them harshly and defaming 


them if they make a mistake. This is if they do not put false mistakes on them. 
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J - They are middle in dealing with the rulers: The Sunnis are moderator between the 
excessive and the careless. They are not like the extremists, who adopt rebellion against 
the unjust rulers, and see that they - alone - are the cause of evil and corruption, and 


that revolting against them is sufficient to reform conditions. 


This is like the case of the Kharijites who believe that corruption is caused by the 
rulers, that revolting against them is a necessary duty, and that the only way for them 
to reform - as their history attests - is to revolt against the unjust rulers. However, 
they may revolt against the just rulers too, as they did with Ali (May Allah be gratified 
with him). The same applies to the Mu'tazilah who considered revolting against the 


rulers one of the foundations of their religion. 


They are not like the indifferent, careless, sycophantic, and negligent, who remained 
silent about the injustice of the rulers, and abandoned their advice and criticism. 
Rather, they may adorn their falsehood for them, and justify their injustice and 


corruption to them, and perhaps they rebuke those who criticize them. 


They are not like the hypocrites, who exaggerate the status of the rulers, and praise 
them for what they do not have, and they may claim that they are infallible, and 
describe them with qualities that do not befit anyone except the Lord of the worlds. 
They also obey them in everything they command, whether good or bad, and that is 
what the Shiite (Rafidah) minister Ibn Al-Algami did with the last ruler of the 
Abbasid, Al-Mu’tasim, when he deceived him and lied to him, and beautified his 
falsehood and adorned his bad deeds for him, and advised him to reduce his army, so 
after that, he led him to destruction when he told him that he should go out with his 
entourage to negotiate with “Hulagu,” the leader of the Tatars. Then “Hulagu’” 
overpowered the caliph and killed the people with him, so they were an easy booty for 
him and his soldiers, then the Tatars did what they did in Baghdad. 
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Likewise, al-Naseer al-Tusi, the Shiite Rafidite, who used to write lengthy poems 


praising the aforementioned caliph, and when Hulagu was able, al-Tusi advised him 


to kill the caliph. 


The same thing applies to many of those who deify the rulers, and give them the 
attributes of Lordship and divinity, as Ibn Hani’ al-Andalusi said in praising al-Mu’izz 
li Din Allah al-Ubaidi: Whatever you want, not what fate wills, so judge for you are 
the One, the Subduer, as if you are the Prophet Muhammad, and as if your supporters 
are the Ansar (the supporters of the Prophet). And as one of them said, when Egypt 
experienced an earthquake during the reign of one of the sultans, justifying the cause 
of that earthquake as being due to the justice of that sultan, he said: Egypt was not 


shaken by evil, but she danced with joy from his justice. 


As for the Sunnis, they adhered to the truth and dealt with the rulers according to 
what was mentioned in the texts of the Sharia (The law of Islam). They are committed 
to listening and obeying their rulers willingly or unwillingly and in hardship or ease, 
even if that contradicts their interests as long as they are not commanded to disobey 
Allah, as obedience is only for good commands. They are also committed to providing 
advice to the rulers, and cooperating with them in what complies with righteousness 
and piety, even if they are ungodly, because the only goal of the Sunnis is to achieve 
full benefits, and to disrupt and reduce all corruption. So, they do not refrain from 
helping the unjust ruler to do good and to like it, so they share good deeds with the 
oppressive rulers, and distance themselves from them in the evil deeds. ‘Therefore, they 
see that performing Friday prayers, group prayers, and Eid prayers with them as 
something permissible, and they see that jihad in the way of Allah continues until the 
Day of Resurrection with every righteous and corrupt ruler. Moreover, they do not 
abandon obedience to the ruler, nor do they dispute with him over power, nor do they 


see that the rulers are responsible for every bad thing and corruption. It is true that 
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they bear the greatest responsibility, but every Muslim has a responsibility that he 
must fulfill according to his ability and capability. 


Likewise, they are not obligated to revolt against the unjust rulers - let alone the just 
rulers - unless they see a clear act of disbelief that is proven from Allah by legal 
evidence, as well as they should have the strength and fortitude, and the revolt does 
not result in greater corruption in order not to drag the nation into afflictions and 
calamities. Moreover, they are the furthest away from flooding the rulers with false 
praise, and the deadly flattery that introduces vanity into the hearts of the rulers, and 
makes them feel self-admiration, so they forget the faults, and think that they are 


infallible, so they will not know the defects, and they will not seek to remedy them. 


In addition to that, the Sunnis do not accept appeasement in religious affairs, nor 
appeasement to the aggressors and oppressors, and they do not hesitate to criticize the 
unjust rulers, and they do not shy away from speaking out the word of truth according 


to the situation and the necessary benefit without appeasement or fear of blame. 


Although they do not think that this duty should be performed by each individual, 
but it must be performed by specific people until the embarrassment is not removed 
from the nation, Because the nation that does not confront the unjust ruler has already 
come to its end. And they see that he who could not profess the word of truth is 
nothing less than to support the truth even with his heart, and to hate falsehood, and 


avoid its people. 


As for the one who defends the truth, and was harmed for it, and remains patient and 
endured for that, he will have a great reward. And whoever is killed by an unjust ruler 
after he commanded him to do or not to do, he will be the master of the martyrs. ‘The 
best practical example of the Sunnis’ dealings with rulers was represented in what 
Imam Ahmed bin Hanbal (may Allah have mercy on him) did during the sedition of 


“the creation of the Qur'an”. He was hurt, but his resolution did not soften. He did 
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not weaken, and he did not back down from speaking the truth, but rather he declared 


it openly, and he tolerated the consequences of that. 


At the same time, he did not order his followers to revolt against the rulers, but rather 
urged them not to do so, and warned them seriously. An example of this is what 
happened from Shaykh al-Islam Ibn ‘Taymiyyah - may Allah have mercy on him - as 
he was harmed by the authority because he stated and disseminated the creed of the 
righteous predecessors, and his replying to all the deviant groups and sects. He was 
imprisoned for that, and he met woes after woes, but he did not remain silent about 
the truth, and he did not give up what he called for, nor did he order rebellion against 


the rulers, but rather he was strict in warning against it. 


K - They are middle in the paranormal acts of the righteous: From the fundamental 
issues of the Sunnis and the community is to believe in the paranormal acts of the 
righteous, and that Allah give them the ability to do paranormal and supernatural 


knowledge and things, and types of power and influence. 


A paranormal act means an extraordinary matter, which Allah brings about at the 
hands of one of his close beloved servants to aid him on a religious or worldly matter. 
The difference between this and a miracle is that the miracle is associated with the 


claim of prophecy, unlike the paranormal act. 


The Sunnis are middle in this issue between those who deny the paranormal acts of 
the close servants of Allah, and those who went exceeded the limits and add irrelevant 
things to it. Philosophers denied the paranormal acts of the close servants of Allah 
just as they denied the miracles of the prophets, as also did the Mutazilites and some 
Ash’aris, claiming that their denial is because these acts confuse with the prophet’s 
miracles. As for the charlatans, the sorcerers of the Sufis and others added irrelevant 


miracles to these paranormal acts. So, they made what they do of paranormal devilish 
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acts such as entering the fire, striking themselves with weapons, catching snakes, and 
other paranormal acts. There is no doubt that this is not from the paranormal acts that 
Allah gives to His close servants, for they are given only for the close servants of the 


Most Merciful, and these are the friends of Satan. 


L - They are middle in the issue of intercession: The Kharijites and Mu'tazila deny 
the intercession of the Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him) and others for the 
people of great sins, and they limit intercession to the repentant believers, because 
proving intercession for the immoral contradicts the principle of the warning in their 
belief. So, they see the obligation to implement the warning to those who deserve it, 
and they do not believe in intercession for them by the Prophet (Blessings and peace 


be upon him) or others. 


The exaggeration of those who deny intercession is opposed by the exaggeration in 
proving it. That is like the extremism of the Christians, the polytheists, the Shiite 
(Rafidah), the extremism of the Sufis, and their likes, so they believe that those whom 
they venerate will have intercession with Allah in the afterlife as their intercession in 
this life. hus, they see that those whom they venerated intercede independently for 


them with Allah on the Day of Resurrection. 


As for the Sunnis, they are middle in this matter. They did not deny all intercession, 
nor did they prove every intercession. Rather, they proved the intercession mentioned 


in the Book and the Sunna, and denied what the legal evidence denied. 


So, the proven intercession is the one that is sought from Allah - the Mighty and 
Majestic - and it will be for the monotheists after the permission of Allah for the 
intercessor, and His satisfaction with the one interceded for. So, it is not asked for 


except from Allah, and it will not happen without His permission and satisfaction. 
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All kinds of this intercession are proven by the Sunnis, including intercession for the 


people of major sins. 


As for the intercession that is denied by the Sunnis, it is the one that is denied by the 
Sharia of Islam, and it is the one that is asked from other than Allah, and it is the one 


the legal conditions for intercession are not met. 


22- They are only named by the name of Islam, Sunnis, and the Community: ‘This is 
one of the clearest differences between the Sunnis and the community and the heretic 
and divided people. So, the Sunnis belong to the Sunna and the community, but the 
people of desires and heresies; each group of them is affiliated with a person from the 
people of invention in religion and the heads of misguidance, such as the Jahmiyyah, 
or those who differed from the predecessors in some principles such as the Kullabiya, 
the Ash’aris, and the Maturidis; or those who are affiliated with one of the major 
groups of misguidance, such as the Qadariyyah (those who deny predestination), the 
Jabariyyah (those who deny human will) and the Murji’a (those who say that righteous 
deeds are not part of Islamic belief); or those who have a specific revealing description 
that indicates their reality and slogan, such as the Rafidah (Shiite), the Sufis, the 
philosophers, the esoteric, the Mu'tazila and others. ‘There are exceptions to this rule; 
some Sunnis may attribute themselves to an imam of its imams, such as Imam Ahmad, 
and this is something that the predecessors accepted. In fact, the whole nation has 
become famous for this, even the people of heresy agree that affiliation with Imam 


Ahmad means affiliation with the Sunnah. 


Likewise, an exception to this rule is some heretics who affiliate themselves with some 
Sunni imams falsely, such as the affiliation of the Mu'tazila with the Companions who 
retired from sedition, the affiliation of the Sufis with the people of the Suftah, and the 
affiliation of the Alawites, the Nusayris, the Batinites with Ali (May Allah be gratified 


with him). However, affiliation with the imams of the Sunnah only means affiliation 
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with the Sunnah itself because they are guided role models. As for affiliation with the 
people of heresy and its imams, it means affiliation with their people and their own 


heretic beliefs. 


23- Consistency in viewpoints and reactions: The Sunnis and the community agree - 
in most cases - in their views and reactions, even if they diverge in eras and regions, 
and this results from the unity of the source, unlike other heretics whose stances differ 


according to their desires. 


24- No difference in the foundations of belief, as the righteous predecessors did not 
differ - praise be to Allah - in any of the foundations of religion and the rules of belief. 
So, their saying about Allah’s names, attributes, and actions is one, and their saying 
about faith, its definition, and its issues is one, and their saying about fate is one, and 
so on with the rest of the principles. And the difference between the Sunnis is only in 
the jurisprudence of rulings, or sub-issues of the doctrine, which were not definitively 
determined by a definitive text, such as the issue of the Prophet’s seeing (Blessings 
and peace be upon him) of his Lord in the Ascent, was it during waking or sleeping? 
And the question of seeing Allah - the Almighty - in a dream, and the question of 
Ibn Sayyad, is he the antichrist who will emerge at the end of time or something else? 


And so on. 


These matters and the like are not of the foundations of belief, and there is 
disagreement about them within the texts, and none of the predecessors expressed 


their opinion about them. 


Unlike the heretic, they do not agree with the Sunnis in all or some of the principles, 
but they themselves do not agree on their principles, rather one group of them does 


not fully agree on one of their principles. Imam Ibn Qutaybah (May Allah have mercy 
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on him) said about the people of speech (philosophers): “And it was necessary - with 
what they claim of knowledge of analogy and the tools of evaluation - that they should 
not differ as the accountants, surveyors, and engineers do not differ because their tool 
do not indicate anything but a single number, or else a single form, and just as the 
skillful doctors do not differ in water, and in the pulse of the veins because the first 


pioneers taught them the method”. 


Why are they the most differing people; two of their leaders do not agree on one issue 
in religion? So, Abu Al-Hudhayl Al-Allaf opposes Al-Nazzam, Al-Najjar opposes 
both of them, and Hisham bin Al-Hakam disagrees with them, as well as Thumama, 
Mowais, Hashim Al-Awgas, Ubayd Allah bin Al-Hassan, “Bakr Al-Ami, Hats, 
Qubbah, and so and so. 


There is not one of them who does not have a school of his own religious thought and 
followers. Abu Muhammad said: However, if their differences had been in the religion 
branches and the non-obligatory deeds (Sunan), we could have given them a big 
excuse - yet they have no excuse in what they claim for themselves - just as it was done 


for the people of jurisprudence, so they could have been treated like them. 


But their differences are in monotheism and in the attributes of Allah Almighty and 
in His power, and in the bliss of the people of Paradise and the torment of the people 
of Hell and the torment of the grave, and in the tablet, and in other matters that no 
prophet knows except with a revelation from Allah - the Most High -. And this one 
will not lack referring such principles to his opinion, consideration, and his analogy 
for people differ in their minds, wills, and choices, you will hardly see two men in 
agreement, until each of them chooses what the other chooses, and rejects what the 


other rejects, except in terms of imitation. 
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25- Leaving arguments in religion and avoiding the argumentative: because they are 
a cause for division and sedition, and bring about intolerance and following whims, 
and a reason for seeking individual victory, gloating over people, and an excuse to say 


about Allah what one does not know. 


And since this is the result of arguments and disputes, the righteous predecessors 
avoided it, and warned against it, and many sayings were reported from them on that. 
Al-Ajurri reported with his chain of transmission that Muslim bin Yasar said: Beware 
of arguing. It is the hour of ignorance of the world, and by it, Satan seeks to make 
people slip. And it was reported that Omar bin Abdulaziz (May Allah have mercy on 


him) said: Whoever made his religion a target for arguments will transfer a lot. 


And Jaafar bin Muhammad (May Allah have mercy on him) said: Beware of 


arguments. [hey occupy the heart, and causes hypocrisy. 


And Thabit bin Qurra (May Allah have mercy on him) said: Beware of these 


arguments, as they cancel the reward of good deeds. 


And it was said to al-Hakam bin Otaiba al-Kufi: What compelled people to these 


whims? He said: Arguments. 
How beautiful the saying of Al-Shafi’i (May Allah have mercy on him) is: 


They said that I was silent, and I was disputed. I told them that the answer was the 
key of door of evil; and silence with an ignorant or a fool is an honor, and it is also 
good to preserve dignity. Don’t you see the lions are being afraid of in their silence? 


And the dog is disgraced, by my life, while it is barking. 


26- Keeping away from arguing with the heretics or sitting with them, or presenting 
their suspicions except to refute them, because sitting with them and arguing with 


them causes a disease in the hearts and could be also a reason for approving their 
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sayings and heresies, and a reason for the spread of their profile and elevating their 
status. [hat is why a man said to Ayoub Al-Sakhtiani (May Allah have mercy on 
him): Oh Abu Bakr, I ask you about a word. So Ayoub left, and started pointing with 
his finger: Not half a word. 


And a man came to Al-Hassan (May Allah bless him) and said: O Abu Saeed, come 
and I will argue with you about religion. Al-Hassan said: As for me, I have seen my 


religion, so if you are misguided with your religion, seek it. 


But if the argument is about the truth and done in a good way, and aiming to expose 


the ambiguities and reach the truth, then they strive for it and hasten to it. 


27- Avoiding gossip and leaving asking too much: This is in compliance with his 
saying (Blessings and peace be upon him): Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, is pleased 
with three things for you, and hates three things for you: He is pleased for you to 
worship Him and not associate anything with Him, and to hold fast to the rope of 
Allah all together and not be divided, and to advise the one whom Allah has made 
your ruler. And he dislikes three things for you: gossip (It was said and he said), 


wasting money, and asking too much.! 


Gossip and frequent questioning lead to extremism, derogation, indifference, scrutiny, 
objection, obstinacy, and asking about something that should not be asked about, nor 
delving into it. He - the Most High - said: O you who have believed, do not ask about 
things that, if revealed to you, would be bad for you.” The Prophet (Blessings and 
peace be upon him) said: Leave me when I leave you, for those who were before you 
were destroyed by their many questions, and their disagreement with their prophets, 


so what I forbid you from, avoid it, and what I commanded you to do, do as much of 


1 Muslim (1715) 
2 Al-Ma’ida: 101 
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it as you can.’ But if a person is asking about what concerns him of his religion, this 
is the one that he commanded us to ask about, and the cure for consciousness is asking. 


Allah Almighty said: so, ask the people of the message if you do not know.’ 


But the one who asks obstinately, neither seeking to understand nor to learn, he is the 


one whose question is totally forbidden. 


28- They hate talking about and delving into what is useless or needless: because this 
is waste of time and energy and leads to unemployment, laziness, and abandonment 


of good deeds. 


Sunnis are the most concerned about their time, so they do not accept wasting it by 
doing things that do not benefit or may harm them. They are contrary to other heretics 


who occupy themselves with what is useless or needless. 


Sufyan bin Uyaynah said: A man asked Shubrumah about faith, but he did not answer 
him, then he said these two poetry verses: If I say, “Be diligent in worship and be 
patient, they persist in argument.” This is against the companions of the Prophet and 


it is a heresy. And they are blind and ignorant about the path of the truth. 


29- Sunnis have what is better and more complete than any other sect: Sheikh Al- 
Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (May Allah have mercy on him) said: It is known that the people 
of Hadith share with each sect the attributes of perfection they possess, but they are 
distinguished from them by what they do not possess. That is because the one who 
disputes them must mention another way in terms of what he disagrees with them, 
such as reasoning, analogy, opinion, speech, consideration, deduction, argumentation, 


refuting, revealing, addressing, discovering, taste, and so on. 


1 Al-Bukhari: 7288 
2 Al-Anbiya’:7 
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The people of hadith have the best and the conclusion of all these methods. ‘They are 
the most complete in reason, the most just in analogy, the most correct in opinion, 
the most convincing in speech, the most correct in sight, the most gifted in deduction, 
the most correct in argumentation, the most complete in physiognomy, the most 
truthful in inspiration, and the best in sight and revealing, the soundest in hearing and 
addressing, and the greatest and the best in discovering and taste. This is for Muslims 
in relation to all nations, and for the people of Sunnah and Hadith in relation to all 
religions. So, whoever examines the conditions of the world finds Muslims to have 


the best and the most complete reason. 


30 - They consult each other. Allah - the Most High - said to praise His faithful 


servants: And whose affair is [determined by] consultation among themselves.’ 
This includes their religious and worldly matters, private and public. 


The Almighty commanded His Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him) - despite 
his abundant intellect and correctness of his opinion - to consult, so He, Glory be to 


Him, said: And consult them in the matter.” 


The Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him) would have consulted a lot with his 
companions (May Allah be gratified with them) consulted each other. Therefore, the 
Sunnis are the most consulting people, and the most far from individual opinion and 
tyranny in compliance with the command of Allah Almighty and in obedience to His 
Messenger (Blessings and peace be upon him) and because of their knowledge of the 
virtues of Shura (consultation) and its many benefits. It cultivates intimacy among the 
counselors, and strengthens ties between Muslims. When they feel the unity of 


purpose and interest, they think about achieving that, and when they feel the 


1 Al-Shura: 38 
2 Al-Imran:159 
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connection of interests, love becomes stronger between them, the bonds of familiarity 


become closer, and the causes of enmity are removed. 


It is narrated that the Commander of the Faithful, Ali Ibn Abi Talib (May Allah be 
gratified with him) said: “How good support and consultation is, and individual 
opinion is the worst preparation”. Moreover, one opinion suffers from deficiency and 
error, so if there are many opinions that agree and cooperation takes place, they are 
right and will achieve success. Therefore, Sunnis and the Community are commanded 
to consult each other, so they consult about the calamities that befall them, and any 
troubles that they might have, whether they are individuals or groups, so they benefit 
each other, and take from each other, so the interests are achieved, and the harms are 
prevented, and Allah (Glory be to Him) is gratified, and the Prophet (Blessings and 


peace be upon him) is followed. 


This is contrary to those who were led by fantasies of vanity in every sect, so they had 
much pride than necessary, and they did not care for the right of Shura (consultation), 


and they did not value it, so their mistakes are many, and their correct things are few. 


31- Spending in the way of Allah, as the Sunnis spend mostly in the way of Allah, and 
spend in all ways of goodness for their knowledge that money belongs to Allah, and 
that Allah delegated them to spend it, and He will question them about it, and that 


He (Glory be to Him) has compelled them to spend in His way. 


He promised for that a great deal of reward in this world and the Afterlife, just as He 
- the Mighty and Majestic - warned against miserliness, and threatened those who are 
miserly with immediate and delayed punishment. And they fear if they do not spend 
in the way of Allah, He replaces them with a different people other than them. 
Therefore, they spend huge sums of money on building mosques, supporting jihad 


and the mujahideen, helping the poor and needy, and exerting themselves in the way 
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of conveying the religion of Allah by supporting the call to Allah, helping sincere 
preachers who call to Allah with correct knowledge, and by publishing useful books, 


and other aspects of righteousness and benevolence. 


As for others, they may spend more than them, such as the Christians, the Rafidah 


(Shiite) and others, but for whom? 


They spend their money in the way of the heads of disbelief, and to hinder people 
from following the path of Allah, or to spread heresies and misguidance, or to fight 
the close servants of Allah. So, they will spend it; then it will be for them a [source of] 
regret; then they will be overcome. And those who have disbelieved - unto Hell they 


will be gathered.’ 


32- Jihad for the sake of Allah. One of the Sunni principles is that the jihad goes on 
until the Day of Judgment with the rulers, whether they are righteous or unrighteous. 
Therefore, their souls love jihad, and their hearts yearn for martyrdom in the way of 
Allah for their knowledge of the merits of jihad, and their realization of its noble goals, 
objectives and good fruits. By jihad, the whole religion is for Allah, and through jihad, 
injustice is repelled, justice is established, and corruption is prevented, and it results 
in empowerment in the land, preserving the honor of Muslims, and supporting for 
the oppressed, just as it is humiliating the enemies of Allah, terrorizing them, and 


stopping their harm, as it is a faith test for the believers, and justice for the unbelievers. 


So, the Sunnis and Community are the people of jihad, and they are the ones who 
carry out it in the best way, and they are the ones who seek to revive it in all its forms 


and types. 


They carry out the jihad that is intended to reform the Muslims and to make them 


righteous in their beliefs, morals and etiquette, and in all their religious and worldly 


1 Al-Anfal: 36 
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affairs, and in their scientific and practical education, and this type is the origin and 
foundation of jihad. And they carry out - also - the jihad that is intended to repel the 
aggressors against Islam and Muslims, from the infidels, hypocrites, atheists and all 
enemies of religion, so they fight with argument and proof, and they fight with 


appropriate weapons at all times and places. 


They have much determination to achieve victory over the enemies of Islam who were 
defeated by them many times, and many a time they helped the oppressed and restored 
the right of the robbed. No matter how humiliated and degraded the nation of Islam 
is, the spirit of jihad spreads in the hearts of its people and flows through their 
bloodstreams. After a short time, the nation will wake up from their sleep, and get up 
from their lying, and be prepared for war with the suitable equipment and the power 
of relying on Allah, as well as doing what is possible, then after that their previous 


honor and glory will be back. 


He said - the Almighty - in describing His faithful servants: Among the believers are 
men true to what they promised Allah. Among them is he who has fulfilled his vow 
[to the death], and among them is he who awaits [his chance]. And they did not alter 


[the terms of their commitment] by any alteration." 


This is the description of the believing men: Complete sincerity in what they pledged 
to Allah in terms of bearing the responsibility of this religion, helping its people and 
supporting it with everything they can such as money, speech, and body, openly and 


secretly. 


Other descriptions of these believers are complete steadfastness, patience and courage, 
and proceeding by every means they have to achieve victory for the religion; some of 
them give themselves up, and some of them give away their money, and some of them 


urge their brothers to do everything possible for religion, and some of them seek to 


+ Al-Ahzab: 23 
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give them advice, harmony and agreement, and some of them encourages others with 
his words, his prestige, and his status, and some of them are genius who have all these 
attributes, so these are the people of religion, and the best Muslims. By them, religion 
has risen, and by it, they have risen. They are the established mountains in their faith, 
their jihad, and their patience. Nothing turns them back from what they want to 
achieve, and nothing prevents them from following its path. Disasters and calamities 
afflict them, but they receive them with patience and ease for their knowledge of the 
good and prosperous consequences and reward. That is contrary to the pessimists, the 
discouraging, the cowardly, the trembling whose faith is weak, and their insights are 
blinded, so they do not help, they are not serious, and they say nothing good. ‘They 
were possessed by miserliness, cowardice overtook them, and despair prevailed over 
them. Some of them seek to make Muslims enemies, and others spread rumors or 
despair among people. Some of them are very pessimistic, so as soon as they see the 
Muslim weakness, and the lurking of enemies, they cut off hope that Islam will achieve 


any victory, and assert that Muslims are lost and destroyed. 


They have made the greatest mistake because this weakness is accidental, and it has 
causes, and by striving to remove them, the highness of Islam will return to its past 
condition. Muslims are only weak because they disobeyed the book of their Lord and 
the Sunna of their Prophet Muhammad (Blessings and peace be upon him) and 
abandoned taking advantage of the universal laws that Allah set as the base for the 
material life of nations. So, if Muslims return to what their religion commanded them 


to do or not to do, they must reach the goal totally or partially. 


Islam does not know this humiliating doctrine - which is pessimism and laziness - and 
does not accept it for its adherents. Rather, it warns against it sternly, and states that 
success is hoped for, and that with hardship there is ease. On the contrary to these 
discouraging, pessimistic, and rumor-spreading people, there is a group who aspire to 


great hopes, and have big claims, and say what they do not do. 
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So, you see them talking about the glories and victories of Islam, and that its future 
will be good, and that returning to its teachings and guidance is the only reason for 
it’s the nation’s victory and advancement. However, these people do not offer their 
religion the slightest physical or financial benefit, and they do not do any serious work 
to achieve what they claim or say. As for the people of truth and honesty, what they 
do was mentioned. So, they would perform jihad in the way of Allah, and defeat the 
enemies of Allah with weapons and words, and argue with them with the pen and 
tongue. As for the other sects, they have strayed from the straight path in this matter. 
The Kharijites, for example, made peace with the people of idols, and directed their 
arrows towards the people of faith. As for the Rafidah (Shiite), they broke their swords 
and replaced them with wooden ones, claiming that jihad only takes place with the 
infallible Imam, and that is why they were called the wooden people! I wish they would 


stop at this point, and adhere to this principle, but rather they attack Muslims, and 


support every atheist and unbeliever against them, as they fight with every enemy of 
Muslims, and they make advantage of any opportunity to attack Muslims, and 


whenever they come across any of Muslim weaknesses, they strike them by it. 


Sheikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (May Allah have mercy on him) said: For this reason, 
the Rafidah (Shiite) were of the greatest reasons for the infidel Turks entering the 
lands of Islam. As for the story of the minister Ibn Al-Alqami and others, such as Al- 
Nassir Al-Tusi with the infidels, and supporting them against Muslims, the story is 
known by the elite and the public. Likewise, those of them who were in the Levant 
supported the polytheists against the Muslims, and aided them with help that people 


knew. 


Also, when the Muslim army was defeated when Ghazan came, they supported the 
Christian infidels and other enemies of the Muslims, sold the Muslim children as 


slaves, and fought the Muslims openly, and some of them carried the cross flag, and 
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they were the greatest reason for the Christian occupation of Jerusalem in the past 


until the Muslims rescued it from them. 


He also said: Abandon what is said and transmitted from the past, and let every wise 
person look at what happen in his time, and the temptation, evil and corruption that 
afflicted Islam near his time. He will find that most of that is caused by the Rafidah 
(Shiite), so they are the greatest cause of temptation and evil, and they do not save any 


effort for temptation and evil, and corrupting the nation. 


33- Concern for the Muslim affairs. Sunnis and the Community are more concerned 
with the affairs of the Muslims. ‘They strive to support them, fulfill their rights, stop 
harming them, remove injustice that befalls them, and share their joys with them, and 
share with them their sorrows. They do all that because of His saying - the Most High 


-: The believing men and believing women are allies of one another. ! 


And his saying (Blessings and peace be upon him): The likeness of the believers in 
their love and mercy is like the body: If an organ of it complains, the rest of the body 
responds to it with fever and sleeplessness.* And his saying (Blessings and peace be 
upon him): A believer for a believer is like a building; one part of it supports the other. 


And he intertwined his fingers.” 


34- Being keen to unite the word of Muslims on the truth, as they are very keen on 
the unity of Muslims, gathering them, and uniting their word on the truth, and 
removing the causes of their conflict and division, because they know that agreement 
is mercy, and disagreement is punishment. And because Allah commanded unity and 


forbade disagreement, as in His saying - the Most High -: O you who have believed, 


1 At-Tawba: 71 
2 Al-Bukhari and Muslim 
3 Al-Bukhari and Muslim 
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fear Allah as He should be feared and do not die except as Muslims [in submission to 
Him]. And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and do not become divided.’ 
This is unlike those who seek to make division between Muslims, and sow the seeds 
of dissension in their groups, so they separate them for the slightest calamity, and turn 


them against each other, and encourage them to harm each other. 


35- Good manners, for the Sunnis are the best of people in terms of morals, the most 
forbearing, tolerant, and humble, and the most eager to call for good morals and deeds. 
They believe that the most complete faithful person is the best in morals. ‘They advise 
to contact those who cut off relations with you, and give to those who deprive you, 
and pardon those who wrong you, and they enjoin good treatment of parents, 
upholding ties of kinship, good neighborliness, kindness to orphans, the needy and 


the wayfarer, and kindness to the slave. 
And they forbid pride, vanity, transgression, and arrogance, rightly or unjustly. 


They command great things and forbid trifles. 


36- Broad-mindedness: They have the broadest minds and the farthest sight, and 
they are the most welcoming in disagreement, and the most who seek excuses for 


others. 


And they do not object to hearing the truth, and they feel no embarrassment to accept 


it, and they do not object to referring to it and adopting it. 


Moreover, they do not oblige people to accept their judgments, and they do not say 
that everyone who opposes them is misguided, and they are not strict about normal 


disagreement in some religious affairs, of which people’s understandings may differ. 


1 Al-Imran: 102-103 
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They are also keen on the major interests, even if this leads them to commit some 
minor corruptions. Also, they are keen to correct mistakes, so that the nation does not 
go astray, just as they are keen that the nation does not get separated for the slightest 
calamity. From the manifestations of their open mindedness their far distance from 


hateful fanaticism, blind imitation, and narrow partisanship. 


37- Politeness in disagreement, as Sunnis may debate, and they may disagree on some 
Jurisprudential issues, yet good relation and love remain between them. They may 
need to reply to each other, but within the limits of politeness and decency, and far 
from impoliteness and boldness because Allah Almighty commanded us not to argue 
with the People of the Book except in the best way, except for those of them who 


transgress, so what about debating with Muslims, especially prominent Muslims? 


38- High resolution, for the Sunnis do have the highest resolution, and they are the 
keenest to seek the best things and seek perfection, and the farthest from the mean, 


unpleasant, and trivial things. 


One of the greatest manifestations of their high resolution is their keenness to seek 


knowledge and to convey it to people. 


There is no evidence for that more than the case of the scholars of hadith who used 
to work every day and night, and to cross wide lands deserts and deserts with relentless 
zeal and resolution, and with proud souls, and lofty aspirations, not satisfied with 
inferiority or littleness that Allah preserved the religion by them, so they defended it 
against the falsity of the extremists and untruth of the liars, so the Sharia continued 
with purity and clearness, and transmitted by generations who benefit by its pure and 
clean source. Moreover, their dignity is very dear to them, so they never accept 


oppression, they have the greatest jealousy an e least greed towards the nation. 
pp they h the greatest jealousy and the least greed t ds th t 
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They are not controlled by whims, nor enslaved by greed, and they only act according 


to what their faith and the truth that they carry command them, and they call to it. 


They are jealous for the nation in religion, so they refuse that they get touched by a 
blight of grievance, or one of their rights seized, or an inch of their homeland is 


usurped. 


39- Moderation in times of ease and adversity. All people, righteous and wicked, 
believers and unbelievers, individuals and groups, fluctuate between poverty and 
wealth, ease and hardship, wellness and disease, favors and adversities, joys and 
sorrows, and the like of the types of fluctuations that are normal for humans in the 


phases of their lives. 


There is no doubt that these matters have a great impact on the soul. Wealth may call 
for evil and arrogance, and adversity may lead to despair and disappointment. Richness 
- for example - may change morals and encourage bad ways, and poverty may lead to 
humiliation and lead to servility, and guardianship over people may cause a change in 
morals, and may lead them to meanness or bothering, and isolation may cause distress 


or bad manners either for severity of regret or lack of patience, and so on. 


As for the Sunnis and the Community, they keep to be moderate during good times 
and bad times for the integrity of their beliefs, the strength of their faith, and certainty 
the greatness of their souls, and the highness of their determination. So, grace does 
not overtake them, nor calamity make them desperate, nor do riches change them to 
wickedness or arrogance, nor do poverty degrade them to humiliation and 


submissiveness. 


In all their conditions, they move happily and rejoicingly, so they receive blessings and 
favors by acceptance, thanking Allah for them, and using them and getting their help 


in what is beneficial in religion and life. So, as a result of their joy for them and the 
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hope for their goodness and blessings, great things happen to them, by which their 


pleasures are multiplied. 


And they receive hardships, harms, worries and distresses with full satisfaction and 
courage, and by resisting what they can resist, and easing what can be mitigated, and 


with beautiful patience for what they cannot change. 


Thus, adversity and trials give them strength, hope, patience and seeking the reward 
of Allah. These are great things with which adversity vanishes, and gets replaced by 
happiness and good hopes. He - the Almighty - said: Indeed, mankind was created 
anxious: When evil touches him, impatient, and when good touches him, 
withholding [of it]. Except the observers of prayer.’ And the Messenger (Blessings 
and peace be upon him) said: How amazing is the matter of the believer. His whole 
affair is good, and that is not for anyone except for the believer. When something 
good happens to him, he gives thanks, which is good for him, and when a hardship 


befalls him, he is patient, and that is good for him.’ 


Ka'b bin Zuhair (May Allah be gratified with him) said in his famous poem - Al- 
Burda - about the Companions (of the Prophet) (May Allah be gratified with them): 


They do not rejoice when their spears reach a people, and they are not frightened 
when they are reach. He praises the Companions (May Allah be pleased with them) 
that they do not rejoice at defeating their enemy. This is their habit. They also do not 


panic if the enemy defeats them because their habit is patience and steadfastness. 


Omar bin Abdul Aziz (May God be pleased with him) said: “In the morning, good 
and bad times are two rides at my door, and I do not care which one I ride on”. It was 
narrated that when Omar bin Abdulaziz buried his son Abdul-Malik and returned, 
he passed by a people shooting, but when they saw him, they stopped, so he said: 
Shoot, and he stopped. One of the shooters shot and missed the target, so Omar said 


1 Al-Ma’arij: 19-22 
2 Narrated by Muslim 
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to him: You missed out! Make it shorter! He said to the other: Shoot, so he shot and 
missed. Omar said to him: You missed it! Make it longer! Maslama said to him: O 
Commander of the Faithful, how can you devote your heart to what you do now, while 
you have just finished burying your son, and you have not reached your home yet?! 
Omar said to him: O Maslama, the fear is only before the calamity, but if it happens, 


try to keep yourself occupied from it. 


It is narrated that some people wrote to Omar bin Abdul Aziz, condoling him on the 
death of his son Abdul Malik, so Omar said to his scribe: Write, and sharpen the pen: 
So, this is a matter upon which we have settled our souls, so if it befalls us, we will not 
hate it. Peace be upon you. This is the description of the Sunnis and the Community, 
and this is their custom in receiving the changing situations of life. How not, and their 
example in that is the Messenger of Allah (Blessings and peace be upon him)? He was 


an role model and an example to be followed in his moderation in good and bad times. 


Ibn Al-Qayyim (May Allah have mercy on him) said: “If you come to the Prophet 
(Blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) and reflect on his life with his people, his 
patience for Allah, and his forbearance that no prophet before him could bear, and 
the different conditions of his life, such as peace, fear, wealth, poverty, security, and 
residence in His homeland, then leaving it for Allah, the killing of his beloved ones in 
front of him, and the infidels harmed him with all kinds of harm by words, deeds, 
magic, lies, defaming and slandering, and despite that he is all patient on the 
command of Allah, calling to Him, and no prophet was harmed as him. He endured 
for Allah what he endured, and no prophet was given what he was given, so Allah 
raised his reputation, and associated his name with his name, and made him the 
master of all people, and made him the closest of creation to Him, and the greatest in 
prestige, and the most heard by Him in intercession, and those changes and trials were 
the source of his dignity, and by them, Allah increased his honor, blessing, and led 


him to the highest positions. 
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Nevertheless, this is his condition (May Allah bless him and grant him peace) in his 
good or bad times. He was always an example of moderation in all changing 
conditions, so he called to Islam as best as possible, and proceeded with it with no 
despair, boredom, or discouragement, so the religion of Allah achieved victory with 


this relentless and sleepless resolution. 


So, his life on the day he was worshiping in the cave of Hira is like his life on a day 
when his flag was extended over the Arab countries, and overlooked the kingdoms of 
Caesar from the side of ‘Tabuk. As for those who make this worldly life their goal, 
work only for it, seek nothing except it, have no goal other than it, and have no faith 
in anything but it - they receive the developments of life just as animals receive them. 
So, when they are blessed, they get reckless and do not give thanks to Allah, and when 
they are in trouble, they become anxious and desperate, so they suffer from outer and 


inner pains. 


40 - Their cooperation with each other, and complementing each other: They know 
that the religion of Allah is one, and that it is an indivisible whole, and they realize 
that no one - no matter how knowledgeable or powerful he is - can bear the 
responsibility of the entire religion. Therefore, they seek to establish the religion of 
Allah, spread it among creation, and embrace it entirely, realizing that this will not be 
achieved except by cooperation, solidarity, and benefiting from each other. So, this 
one fills the gap of jihad for the sake of Allah, another one fulfills the duty of advising 
people to do good deeds or not to do evil deeds, someone cares about spreading 
knowledge and teaching people, another one focuses on educating the youth, and 
paying attention to their issues, someone focuses on replying to the infidels, heretics, 
and people of whims, another one is concerned with matters of morals and behavior, 
someone is concerned with the conditions of Muslims, and another one is the unique 


who has most of these qualities, and so on. 


90 Doctrine of Sunni Muslims and the Community | Muhammad Al-Hamad 


However, they do not criticize each other as long as each one does what he can and 


what he is capable of. So, everyone is good, guided and following the Sunnah. 


41- Integrated balanced education: They raise their followers on knowledge and 
work, and they start with them with the most important, then the less important, and 
they do not give priority to something over the other. They do not raise them on 
knowledge without work, or work without knowledge, and they do not raise them on 
fanaticism and partisanship, not dilution and dissolution. They do not raise them to 
be arrogant and contemptuous of others, just as they are not raised to be subjected to 


humiliation and absolute subordination. 


42 - The Sunnis are the ones who renew the nation’s religion: They are the ones who 
work to revive the religion, and strive to remove any isolation around it, and renew its 
lost features. If we look at the renovators in the history of Islam, we will find that they 
are from the Sunnis and the Community, such as Omar bin Abdul Aziz, the four 
imams, Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, Sheikh al-Islam Muhammad bin Abdul 
Wahhab, and other people of knowledge and faith (May Allah have mercy on them 
and be pleased with them). 


43 - They are the people of advising to do what is good or not to do what is evil: They 
advise others to do what is right and warn them of what is wrong, within the three 
levels of denial: with the hand, then with the tongue, then with the heart, according 
to ability and interest, so they follow the path closest to achieving what is intended, 
with gentleness, facilitation, and ease, drawing closer to Allah by advising people and 


intending to benefit people, and to bring them to all goodness and to protect them 
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from all evil. In this way, they are keen to preserve the goodness of this nation, and to 


ward off torment from it. 


44- ‘They are the people who call to Allah: They call to the religion of Islam, with 
wisdom and beautiful preaching, and arguing in the best way, and they follow various 
legitimate and permissible paths to achieve that, so people can know their Lord and 
worship Him as He deserves to be worshiped. No one is keener on guiding people 


than them, and no one is more merciful to people than them. 


45 - They are the righteous role models because among them are the truthful ones, 
the martyrs and the mujahideen, and among them are the pioneers of guidance and 
the lamps in darkness, and those of good characters and attributes, and among them 
are the imams of the religion whose guidance to people could not be denied by anyone. 
Hence, a person finds in them a good role model, whoever he may be. If he is a 
mujahid, he will find someone to follow his example, and if he loves knowledge and 


keen to learn, he will find from them someone to be followed, and so on. 


46- They are the strangers who correct what people have corrupted, and they are the 


righteous when people are corrupt. 


47 - They are the saved group who will be saved from heresies and misguidance in 


this life, and will be saved from the punishment of Allah on the Day of Resurrection. 


48 - They are the victorious sect because Allah is with them, and He is their supporter 


who will bring them victory. 
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49- ‘They will be the prominent until the Day of Judgment. ‘They will be known, 
distinguished and exalted, and they will remain steadfast in the truth and religion that 
they follow, and they will be victorious and empowered. Allah has made their 


argument irrefutable and their word supreme. 


50- The nation’s reverence for them: Allah - the Almighty - has provided them with 
being accepted on earth, so the nation trusts them, listens to them, and accepts their 
words because they are the closest people to what is right, and the most ones who seek 


the truth. 


51 - People are sad for their absence: That is only because of their compassion for 
people, and their eagerness to do good deeds and spread them. People miss them when 


they die, and they feel deeply sad because of their absence. 


There is no evidence for this than the fully-crowded funerals of the Sunni imams, 
which are witnessed by a large crowd of people and which indicate their good position 


in the hearts and how people are attracted to them. 


This also happened at the funeral of the Imam of the Sunnis, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, and 
the funeral of Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (May Allah Almighty have mercy on 


them). 


52- They are the most patient with their words, beliefs, and their calls: ‘They do not 
get weak, they do not relent, they do not trade in principles, they do not let ignorance 
spread and evil dominate, and they do not surrender to the bitter, painful reality, but 
rather they strive with everything they can, and with all the strength they are given, 
for the sake of spreading the call to Islam, removing ignorance from people, and 
changing the reality to be better and more complete by legitimate and permissible 


ways, hoping for the reward and recompense from Allah - the Almighty - while being 
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patient with the harm and difficulties they encounter, and not caring about those who 


discourage or disappoint. 


There is no clearer evidence for this than the position of the Imam of the Sunnis and 
the Community, Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (May Allah have mercy on him) during 
the strife of the belief that the Qur’an was created. He was harmed, flogged, and 
imprisoned in order for him to retract his statement and say that the Qur’an was 
created. He had no choice but to remain steadfast and patient, until Allah supported 


the Sunnah through him and suppressed heresy through him. 


This is also the case with Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (May Allah have mercy on 
him) as he called for the Sunnah and true Islam, argued with the people of falsehood 
with the tongue, and challenged them with his stamina, energy, leadership, and 
steadfast resolution until Allah brought victory to the Sunnah, destroyed heresy, and 
renewed the religion by him, and He made him a thorn in the throats of heretics and 
atheists. This is also the case with the Sheikh of Islam, the renovator of the twelfth 
century AH, Imam Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab (May Allah have mercy on him) 
- as this Imam emerged in a society full of polytheism, heresies and misguidance, so 
he rose up for the sake of Allah, called to the path of Allah, rolled up his sleeves of 
seriousness, and devoted energy and effort to that, so Allah guided covered hearts, 
deaf ears, blind eyes by him, and He made the argument clear by him, and established 


evidence for people. 


53- They owe their advice for the sake of Allah, His Book, His Messenger for the 
imams of Muslims and their public: Starting from the words of the Prophet (May 
Allah bless him and grant him peace). “Religion is advice.” ‘They said: for whom, O 
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Messenger of Allah? He said: “For Allah, His Book, His Messenger for the imams of 


the Muslims and their common people.”' 


They advise for the sake of Allah out of faith in Him in order to fulfil His rights, and 
in servitude to Him outwardly and inwardly. ‘They advise people to read the Book of 
Allah, memorize it, contemplate it, learn its words and meanings, act upon it, and call 
people to it. They advise people for the Messenger (May Allah bless him and grant 
him peace) to love, venerate, respect, imitate him, be guided by his guidance, follow 
his Sunnah, defend him, support his religion, and give priority to his words over the 
words of every human being. They advise people for the imams of the Muslims - from 
the greatest imam to those below him who have a special or general authority - to 
believe in their guardianship and to listen to and obey them in what is good, and to 
pay every effort to guide them to what is in their interests and the interests of the 


entire nation, and to advise and warn them of what is harmful to them and the nation. 


They advise the ordinary Muslims to love them and to love what is good for them, 
and to strive to bring benefit to them, and to hate evil that may afflict them, and to 


strive to ward it off and prevent its causes. 


They also advise the people in authority to teach the ignorant, guide the misguided, 
advise people in matters of their religion and life, and cooperate with them in 


righteousness and piety. 


54- They do not oblige the incapable to learn what the capable should learn: ‘They 
generally believe in everything stated in the Qur'an and Sunnah, but they differentiate 


between the incapable and the capable in the details that should be learned. 


1 Narrated by Muslim. 


Doctrine of Sunni Muslims and the Community | Muhammad Al-Hamad 95 


55- They do not test people by something that is not from Allah and His Messenger 
(May Allah bless him and grant him peace): They do not test people with doubtful 
matters, nor with the details of matters, nor with general or possible expressions for 
their criterion is only the clear and obvious matters that have no ambiguity or 


unclearness. 


56- They strive to seek perfection, and do not demand the impossible: Sunnis strive 
for the most perfect, and search in everything for the ideal, and do everything in their 
power to obtain and complete the benefits, and to stop and reduce the evils. At the 
same time, they do not demand the impossible, and they do not aspire to what they 
have no capacity or ability to do. An Example that illustrates this is that the Sunnis 
believe that the leader who recites the Qur’an in prayer should be the best reciter, then 
the one who is less than him, and so on. If there is only a group of immoral people in 


a place, then the least immoral of them is required to lead them in prayer, and so on. 


The same applies to evil deeds. They seek to remove them and aspire to completely 
eradicate them. If they are unable to eradicate them all, they eliminate what they can 


of them, and strive hard to eradicate the rest, and so on. 


As for others, their demand for perfection may lead them to demand the impossible, 
as happened to the Kharijites when they absolved themselves of any allegiance to the 
Commander of the Faithful, Ali Ibn Abi Talib (May Allah be pleased with him) 
because he gave the ruling of people priority over the ruling the Book of Allah - as 
they claimed - and they said: We only want someone like Omar bin Al-Khattab (May 
Allah be pleased with him). 


But where does Omar come from? This is a misplaced request, while here is Ali, the 


best of people in his time. 
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So, they left Ali, and broke the pledge of allegiance. I wish that when they did that, 
they had pledged allegiance to one of the Companions like Ibn Omar, Saeed bin Zaid, 
or other living Companions at that time. Rather, exaggeration and excess led them to 
negligence, so they replaced the better with the worse, and pledged allegiance to Sheit 
bin Rab’i, the muazzin (prayer caller) of Sajah, in the days when she claimed to be a 
prophet after the death of the Prophet (May Allah bless him and grant him peace) 
until Allah, by His mercy, corrected him, so he fled from them, and their misguidance 
became clear to him. So, their choice fell only on Abdullah bin Wahb Al-Rasbi, an 
unclean Bedouin, who had no past good deeds, no companionship with the Prophet, 


no knowledge of jurisprudence, and Allah said nothing good about him. 


This situation happens - unfortunately - often, and you find some extremists who 
demand perfection, but do not strive to achieve it, or you find them placing in their 
mind an imaginary picture steeped in idealism. So, their only choice is to achieve 


everything they want, otherwise they sit without striving, effort, activity, or approach. 


57- ‘They are not loyal or hostile except on the basis of religion: ‘They do not fight or 
get angry for personal reasons, nor are they loyal to any pre-Islamic party out of pride 
or arrogance, nor are they loyal to sectarian fanaticism, or a partisan banner. Rather, 
they are loyal to the religion, so their loyalty is for Allah, and their disavowal is for 


Allah, and their positions are fixed and unchangeable. It does not change. 


58- Love and compassion for one another: The Sunnis and the community are close, 
loving, and kind to one another. ‘They have mercy to each other, and they pray for one 
another. This is only due to their good beliefs and righteous deeds, and Allah - the 
Almighty - gives those who believe and do righteous deeds the blessing of being loved. 
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And Allah Almighty told us that believers ask mercy from Allah for one another and 


pray for one another. 


Allah Almighty said: Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds - the 
Most Merciful will appoint for them affection.’ He said: And [there is a share for] 
those who came after them, saying, "Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who 


preceded us in faith and put not in our hearts [any] resentment toward those who 


have believed. Our Lord, indeed You are Kind and Merciful."” 


This is unlike the other infidel nations and misguided sects, that between whom Allah 
has made enmity and hatred, and that whenever a nation of them enters Hell, it curses 
the other. So, for the Christians who forgot a portion of what they were reminded of, 
Allah created enmity and hatred between them until the Day of Resurrection. 
Whenever their churches gathered to agree and reconcile, the gap between them 


increased and the chasm widened. 


Likewise, the atheist communists, whenever one of their leaders comes, he curses the 
leaders before him, belittles their opinions, abuses them, and insults them. The same 


applies to misguided groups, as they are neither in harmony nor in agreement. 


59- ‘They do not accuse each other of being unbelievers. The Sunnis are safe from 
that. They reply to those who differ from them, and explain the truth to people. They 
make mistakes, and they do not judge people to be disbelievers, heretics, unrighteous 


except those who deserve it. 


This is unlike other sects, such as the Kharijites, who have a lot of disagreement, and 


who judge a lot of people to be misguided and unbelievers. That is why you find them 


1 Maryam: 96 
2 Al-Hashr: 10 
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judging each other as infidels for the least accident that befalls them about a minor 


: ” 
1ssuce. 


60 - Their safety in general from being caught up in heresies, polytheistic acts, and 
major sins: Sunnis and the Community are the safest people from falling into heresies, 
and they do not commit polytheistic sins. As for minor and major sins, some Sunnis 
may commit them, just as there may be some injustice, oppression, and ignorance in 


some Sunnis, but these matters in Sunnis are few in comparison to others. 


Whatever the Sunnis have of injustice, oppression, ignorance, or other sins, the other 
sects have more of it, and whatever knowledge, justice, goodness, courage, worship, 
and jihad the heretics may have, Sunnis have the best and the most complete of that. 
In addition, the commission of violations by some Sunni individuals is considered an 
exception from the norm and a deviation from the ordinary condition. Moreover, the 
people of those violations are not considered role models, and they receive no approval 
for the heresies, sins, or other bad things they may commit. This is unlike other sects 
such as the Rafidites (Shiite) - for example - who believe that venerating graves and 
building domes over them is part of religion, and they think also that hypocrisy and 
lies that they call “Taqiyya” is nine parts of ten of the religion, and whoever does not 


have this ‘T'aqiyya has no religion. 


Likewise, the Nusayris who sanctify wine and consider it one of the laws of their 


religion. 


61 - They never talk badly about the Companions of the Messenger (May Allah bless 
him and grant him peace): Their hearts are full of love for them, and their tongues are 
full of praise for them. Sunnis believe that the Companions are the best of the ages 


because Allah - the Almighty - has purified and praised them as He did to the Prophet 
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(Blessings and peace be upon him). They believe that talking about the disagreement 
that took place between the Companions is not the norm. Rather, the doctrinal 
principle according to the Sunnis is to stop arguing about the disagreement between 


them. 


They believe that if there is a need to mention the disagreement that took place 
between the Companions, it is necessary to verify and confirm the aforementioned 
narrations about what occurred between them. This is because these narrations are 


filled with lies and distortion. 


So, if the narration is correct according to the Islamic science of narrators verification, 
and it appears to be an insult to the Companions, they interpret that with the best 


possible meanings, and seek for them the best ways out and excuses. 


They also believe that what has been proven from the disagreement events that took 
place between the Companions was done with good intention and according to their 
different understandings from each other. This is because all these issues are unclearly 
confusing, so due to the severity of their doubts, their opinions regarding them 
differed. Thus, they had either a correct understanding and opinion, so Allah will 
reward them twice, or they had a mistaken understanding and opinion, so Allah will 
reward them once, or a third person to whom the truth was unclear, so he chose to 
keep away. They believe that the Companions (May Allah be pleased with them) 
regretted for what happened, and were deeply saddened by it because it never occurred 
that things would reach that result. ‘The Sunnis also believe that the Companions are 
the best of people, even in times of fighting, strife, and disagreement. Despite what 
happened between them, they did not judge each other to be disbelievers or heretics. 
Rather, they praised each other, sought excuses for each other, had mercy on each 
other, and took knowledge from each other. Despite all this, the Sunnis do not believe 
that every one of the Companions have to be free from major and minor sins. Rather, 


they might commit sins in general but they have good history and attributes for which 
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Allah forgives them for what they do. And some bad deeds of some of them is not to 
be mentioned in comparison to their many good deeds. ‘This applies to certainly 
committed sins, let alone the unclear and confusing issues which when they get it 


right, they get two rewards, and when they make a mistake, they get one reward? 


62 - Their safety from perplexing, turmoil, confusion, and contradiction. Sunnis and 
the Community are the most satisfied, certain, reassured, and faithful people, and the 


furthest away from perplexing, turmoil, confusion, and contradiction. 


Even among the common Sunnis there is a degree of certainty, good belief, and a 
distance from confusion, which are not found among the scholars of other sects, their 
skilled theologians (scholars of speech), and others who are troubled in stating their 
beliefs, so they are confused and caused confusion, and they are tired and caused 
tiredness. This would not have happened to these people if they had stopped seeking 


guidance from uncertain sources. 


What indicates their confusion is what was said by their clever theologians (scholars 
of speech) who achieved their ultimate goal but did not reach any benefit or interest. 
Here is Al-Razi, one of the greatest scholars of theology, laments over himself and 
cries over it, saying: The end of the boldness of minds is a tie, and the goal of the 
people’s seeking is misguidance. And our souls are feeling strange from our bodies, 
and the end of our life is harm and torment. And We did not benefit from our research 
throughout our lives except that we collected in it what was said and what they said. 
And how many men and states we have seen, all of them quickly vanished and 
disappeared. And how many mountains that were mounted by men, but they were 


gone, while the mountains are still mountains. 
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He said too: Knowledge belongs to the Most Merciful, Glory be to Him, and others 
in their ignorance mumble. Dust has nothing to do with the sciences, but they were 


created to know that they do not know. 


Among those of them who admitted to falling into confusion and problematic and 
conflicting matters was Ibn Abi al-Hadid al-Mu'tazili, who was one of their elders. 
He said after his great penetration into the science of speech: Because of you, O 
mistaken thought, my affairs are confused and my life has passed. Minds have travelled 
in you, but they did not gain except the harm of travel, so may Allah curse those who 
claimed that you could be known by sight. They lied, as what they claimed is beyond 


the power of humans. 


He also said: So, what I obtained much of it was the one who caused great misfortunes 
upon me, so I remained in a wilderness without knowledge and drowned in a sea 


without ships. 


Among them is Al-Shahrastani who said: For all my life, I have gone around all the 
institutes and turned my eyes between those landmarks, and I did not see anything 
but a confused one who put his palm on the chin or a remorseful one who clench 


teeth. 
Muhammad bin Ismail the prince replied to him by saying: 


Perhaps you neglected circumambulating the institute of the Messenger of Allah and 
those who met him from every world. Anyone who is guided by the guidance of 


Muhammad will not be perplexed, and you will not see him clenching teeth. 


One of them said: I crossed the limit of most people to the highest level and traveled 
and kept them in the institutes. I waded through seas whose bottoms were 
unfathomable, and I walked myself into the expanses of deserts. And delved into 


thoughts, then my choice shifted to the approval of the religion of the old. 
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And among those who delved into the science of speech and regretted it was Al- 
Juwayni, Al-Ghazali, Al-Khusrawshahi, and others. 


Among the later scholars who delved into the science of speech and did not gain any 
benefit from it, but rather fell into confusion and doubt is Imam Al-Shawkani - May 
Allah have mercy on him - for he spoke about himself and said: Here I am telling you 
about myself and explaining to you what I fell into yesterday. In the days of seeking 
and the youthful vigor, I was occupied with this knowledge, which they sometimes 
called the science of speech, sometimes the science of monotheism, and sometimes 
the science of the foundations of religion, and I focused on it. I studied the writings 
of the various sects of them, and I wanted to gain and benefit, but I did not achieve 
anything but disappointment and confusion, and that was one of the reasons that 
made me love the doctrine of the Salaf (predecessors), although before that I was in 


it, but I wanted to increase insight and passion in it, and I said about these doctrines: 


The ultimate result of what I achieved from my investigations and from my 
consideration after a long period of contemplation was stopping between the two 
paths in confusion. I delved into it deeply, and my self was not satisfied except with 


deep research. 
This is the case with those of the Islamic sects who have gone astray. 


As for the unbelievers who stray from the straight path - atheists and others -, do not 
be afraid of their misery and suffering. They live in the lowest stages of misery and 
distress. [hey have been robbed of security, psychological and nervous diseases have 
become widespread among them, homosexuality has killed them, terror has increased 


among them, and suicide and the desire to get rid of life have spread among them. 
This torment they suffer has been expressed by a large group of atheist philosophers. 


Here is the famous German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche, after he removed from 


his thought the doctrine of belief in Allah and the wisdom of trial of faith, and that 
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behind this worldly life there is another life, which is the home of eternity, reward, 
and reckoning - here he is expressing his inner self, and the torment and misery that 
he suffers, and he says: I... | know very well why man is the only animal that laughs. 
That is because he is the one who suffers the most, which forced him to invent 


laughter. 


Here is the famous English philosopher Herbart Spencer, whose educational theories 
are studied in many parts of the world, even in Islamic countries! When he approached 
death, he looked behind him, reviewing his life. In his view, they were days that were 
all spent gaining literary fame, without enjoying anything from life itself. He laughed 
at himself and mocked, and wished that he had spent those long days in a simple, 
happy life. When death approached him, he was certain that he had only worked in 
vain in his life. When this atheist pessimistic philosopher, Arthur Schopenhauer, 
isolated from his conception the issue of belief in God and the Last Day, and rejected 
the wisdom of trial, he looked at life with a view filled with pessimism, and saw that 
all the good things of life are in vain, and that people’s goals lead to failure, and one 
of his sayings in that regard is: If we looked at the turbulent life and saw all the people 
busy with need and misery it required, and exhausting all their strength in order to 


satisfy the endless needs of the world, and to erase its many sorrows. 


When this French atheist and Jewish existentialist philosopher, Jean-Paul Sartre, 
disbelieved in Allah and the Last Day, he began to look at life from his existential, 
materialistic perspective. He did not see all of existence except from circles of anxiety, 
trouble, nausea, and pain. He wrote a number of stories and plays about it, including 
his existential philosophical views, which vomit the unpleasant, and in which he 


highlighted life as trivial, despicable, frightening, full of misery, and fraught with pain. 


When death approached him, those who were with him asked him: Where did your 
doctrine lead you? He replied in deep sorrow and remorse: ‘To complete defeat. Where 


are these people in comparison with the Commander of the Faithful Omar bin 
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Abdulaziz - may Allah have mercy on him - when he says: I woke up with no pleasure 
except in matters of predestination?! And how could they be compared with Sheikh 
al-Islam Ibn T’aymiyyah - may Allah have mercy on him - when he was taken to prison 
and said his famous words: What will my enemies do to me? my paradise and my 
garden are in my chest. Wherever I go it is with me, and will not leave me. Confining 


me is privacy, killing me is martyrdom, and expelling me from my country is tourism. 


He also says: Indeed, there is a Paradise in this world, and whoever does not enter it 


will not enter the Paradise of the Hereafter. 


63- The misguided and the heretics will be returned to them: If one of these repents 
and abandons his sin, or repents from his heresy and returns to the truth - it is said of 


him: He returned to the Sunnah and to the method of the Sunnis. 


If the Sunnis were not right, he would not have returned to them or to their doctrine. 


64- Their rejection of the bad interpretation: which is, in reality, a diversion of the 


word from its apparent clear meaning to its likely unclear possible meaning. 


This type of interpretation is what the predecessors condemned and warned against, 
and for this reason, the Sunnis reject it and do not accept it, because they know its 
danger and realize its harm, so it is the enemy of the divine messages, and because of 
it, Othman was killed - may God be pleased with him - and because of it, the 


Mu'tazila withdrew, the Rafidites rejected, and the Kharijites left. 


65 - The firm belief that no one is permitted deviate from the law of Muhammad: 
They believe that the servant cannot deviate from his servitude to the Lord of the 


Worlds, and it is not permissible for him under any circumstances to adhere to a 
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religion other than Islam, or to follow a law other than the law of the Prophet - may 


Allah bless him and grant him peace. 


Rather, they believe that the servant must worship his Lord until certainty comes to 
him. God Almighty said: And worship your Lord until certainty comes to you.’ The 


certainty here is death. 


This is contrary to those whose judge is based on other than Islamic law, and contrary 
to those who believe that the law has been abrogated by another law, as claimed by 
the Babism, the Baha'is, and the Qadianis, and in contrast to the Sufis who believe 
that if the servant rises to the position of witnessing the universal truth, the veils will 
be removed from him, certainty will come to him, the legal duties will be removed 
from him, and after that he will no longer have any need for prayer, fasting, or 


anything else (May Allah protect us from heresy). 


66 - Verifying the news and avoiding haste in judgements: based on His saying - the 
Most High -: O you who have believed, if there comes to you a disobedient one with 
information, investigate, lest you harm a people out of ignorance and become, over 
what you have done, regretful.” This is unlike those who rush to judge and rush to 
accuse innocent people, so they judge others to be unrighteous, heretics, and 


unbelievers, just by claim and suspicion without proof or evidence. 


67- Refraining from announcing a legal ruling (fatwas): They following the example 
of the honorable companions - may God be pleased with them. They used to refrain 


from issuing fatwas because they know how serious is speaking about Allah without 


1 Al-Hijr: 99 
2 Al-Hujurat: 6 
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knowledge, so they refrain from it out of safety and for fear of speaking about Allah 


without knowledge. 


68 - Ensuring the purification of souls: Sunnis and the community are the keenest to 
purify themselves by obeying Allah - the Almighty - without any excess or negligence. 
They are concerned with reforming their outward and inward beings, and they draw 
closer to Allah through voluntary prayers after the obligatory ones. They are keen to 
perform the prescribed prayers, pay alms (zakat), fast during the month of Ramadan, 
and perform the Hajj to the Sacred House for those who can afford it. They also 
hasten and race to do good deeds, such as the frequent mention of Allah, voluntary 


acts, alms, and other acts of worship. 


69- Working to please Allah at all times in accordance with what is required in that 
time: The best act of worship according to them at the time of jihad is jihad, even if 
this leads to abandoning the supplications, and in case of great need to advice people 
to do good deeds and to leave bad deeds, they do it, and when a guest arrives, they 
honor and serve him, and so on. This is unlike others who cannot deviate from the 


type of worship to which they are familiar. 


As for the Sunnis, they are still moving through the various levels of servitude to Allah. 


70- They acquire in a short period of time much more knowledge and good deeds 
than what others may acquire in centuries and generations: This is a tangible and 
observed thing because true and firm faith strengthens awareness, sharpens the mind, 


increases knowledge and faith, blesses deeds, even if they are few, and blesses times, 


even if they are short. He - the Almighty - said: And fear Allah, and Allah teaches 
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you,’ and He said: And those who are guided, He has provided them with more 
guidance and given them their piety,’ and He said: And if they had done what they 
are advised to do, it would have been better for them and causing more steadfastness. 
And then We would have given them from Us a great reward and We would have 


surely guided them to a straight path.” 


71 - The receive good news at death, due to their faith in Allah and their adherence 
to His command. Allah Almighty said: Indeed, those who said, “Our Lord is Allah, 
and adhered, the angels will descend upon them: Indeed, those who have said, "Our 
Lord is Allah " and then remained on a right course - the angels will descend upon 
them, [saying], "Do not fear and do not grieve but receive good tidings of Paradise, 


which you were promised.* 


72- The hearts are filled with passion and the eyes are filled with tears. They are 
people with living hearts and tearful eyes filled with fear of Allah, influenced by the 
Noble Qur'an, and soothed when listening to sermons. This is because of the fear and 
glorification of Allah in their hearts. This is unlike others who are harsh and hard- 
hearted, and unlike those who pretend to cry, like the Shiites who accustom their 
children to crying at funerals, so when they grow up, they can cry whenever they want. 


Their crying is voluntary, and their sadness is an invented sadness. 


73- The whiteness and splendor of faces in this life and the afterlife: The whiteness 


and splendor of faces is always for Sunnis, and the blackness and darkness of faces is 


1 Al-Baqara: 282 
* Muhammad: 17 
3 An-Nisa: 66-68 
4 Fussilat: 30 
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always for the heretics, and Al-Shafi’i - may Allah have mercy on him - spoke the 
truth when he said: And on the young man, due to his nature, there is a mark that 


appears on his forehead 


The whiteness and splendor of faces is achieved by the Sunnis in this life and in the 
afterlife. As for this world, their faces become white and bright, and their splendor 
increases because of their good beliefs, purity of hearts, and good deeds. This affects 


a person greatly. 


Sheikh Al-Islam Ibn ‘Taymiyyah - may Allah have mercy on him - said: The more 
righteousness and piety there have, the stronger the beauty they have; and the stronger 
the sin and transgression they have, the stronger the ugliness and disgrace they have, 
until that nullifies the goodness and ugliness that the image had. His beauty and 
splendor, until it cancels his good or bad image. This is why this clearly appears when 
insisting on evil deeds at the end of life, when death approaches. We see the faces of 
the Sunnis as they grow older, their beauty and splendor increase, until one of them 


is better and more beautiful in his old age than when he was young. 


We find that the faces of people of heresy and sin become uglier and more disgraceful 
as they grow older, to the point that no one who was impressed by them when they 


were young will be able to look at them as before. 


This is apparent to everyone in those who exalt their heresy and immorality, such as 
the Rafidites (Shiite) and the people of injustice and immoral acts from the Turks and 
the like. The more the Rafidhi gets older, the uglier his face becomes, and the greater 
his disgrace grows, to the point that he becomes more like a pig, and perhaps he is 


transformed into a pig, as has been reported by them. 


As for the afterlife, the faces of the Sunnis will whiten when they come to their Lord, 


He said: On the Day [some] faces will turn white and [some] faces will turn black." 


1 Al-Imran: 106 
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Ibn Abbas said: The faces of the Sunnis and the Community will whiten, and the 


faces of the people of heresy and division will darken. 


74 - Multiplying good deeds and raising ranks. Among the reasons for multiplying 
good deeds and raising ranks - in fact, it is their basis and origin - is the soundness of 
belief and the strength of faith. The Sunnis and the Community are the soundest 
people in doctrine and the strongest in faith. ‘Therefore, their deeds will be multiplied 
greatly, and their ranks will be raised and increased to a height that no one can match, 


and no one will share this with them except those who are of the same belief and faith. 


This is why the predecessors used to say: The Sunnis and the Community, if their 
deeds are limited, their beliefs will support them, and the heretic people, if their deeds 


are many, their beliefs will confine them. 


The point of consideration is that the Sunnis are guided, while the heretics are 
misguided, and the difference between the one who walks on the straight path and 


one who deviates from it to the path of hell is known. 


These are the deeds of the Sunnis and the Community, and these are their 
characteristics by which they were distinguished from others and our righteous 
predecessors (May Allah have mercy on them), applied them, so they attained every 
good thing and blessings. ‘This does not mean that the Sunnis and the community are 


infallible, no, but rather their doctrine is infallible, and their community is infallible. 


As for some of them, they may commit injustice, transgression, and sins, but this is 


rare in comparison to others, and those who do that are not approved for it. 


Whoever commits any of these violations will have already moved away from the 
guidance of the Sunnis and the community according to how serious his violation is, 


and he will miss out on goodness according to his distance from the Sunnah. 


110 Doctrine of Sunni Muslims and the Community | Muhammad Al-Hamad 


It is appropriate for us - Muslims - to follow the Sunni approach and to settle ourselves 
on that, and it is necessary for us - the Sunnis - to the Sunnah as it should be done 
and to follow the example of our righteous predecessors in all our affairs to please our 
Lord - the Almighty - and to give a bright picture of the true and pure Islam so that 
people will accept it, and be keen to convert to it, and not to become a temptation for 
other disbelievers and heretics. For example, if they see what some of the Sunnis are 
upon - far from the doctrine - they say: Since the believers are like this, therefore we 
should not be blamed, and thus the features of truth will be eliminated, and the lights 


of guidance will be obscured. 
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Conclusion 
Praise be to Allah, by whose grace good deeds are accomplished: 


So, in the conclusion of the research, this is a summary of the most important things 


stated in it: 


1- Doctrine, in general terms, is what a person believes in, and his heart is set upon, 


whether true or false. 


2- The Islamic faith is the firm belief in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, 
the Last Day, and destiny, whether good or bad, and in everything mentioned in the 
Qur’an and Sunnah regarding the principles of religion and its information, and what 
the righteous predecessors agreed upon, and submission to Allah in judgment and 
command, law and destiny, and to His Messenger - may Allah bless him and grant 


him peace - by obedience and following. 


3 - The science of belief has names according to the Sunnis, including: monotheism, 


faith, Sunnah, Sharia, and doctrine. 


4 - The science of belief among non-Sunni scholars has many names, including: the 


science of speech, philosophy, mysticism, theology, and metaphysics. 


5 - The Sunnis and the Community (Ahl Al-Sunna Wa Al-Jama’a) are those on the 
same path as the Prophet - may Allah bless him and grant him peace - and his 


companions. 


6 - The Sunnis and the Community have been called by this name because of their 
affiliation to the Sunnah of the Prophet - may Allah bless him and grant him peace - 


and their unity in adopting it outwardly and inwardly, in word, deed, and belief. 


7 - The Sunnis and the Community have other names by which they are known, 


including: The Sunnis, The Community, the righteous predecessors, and the people 
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of Hadith, the people of the narration, the saved group, the victorious sect, and the 


following people. 


8- The Islamic faith - the faith of the Sunnis and the community - has many 
characteristics, including the soundness of the source of reception; its agreement with 
the right human nature and the sound mind; clarity and clarification; freedom from 
contradiction and confusion; constancy, stability and eternity; generality and 
comprehensiveness; validity for every time, place and nation; it gives its adherents 
psychological comfort; it raises the value of its people; it is a reason for strength and 
empowerment; it does not conflict with correct knowledge; it combines the demands 
of the soul and the body; it recognizes the mind and defines its scope; and recognizes 


the emotions and directs them in the correct direction. 


9 - The Sunnis and the community have many characteristics that distinguish them 
from others, including: following the Sunna and abandoning heresy, following the 
whole religion, justice, moderation, venerating the Qur'an and Sunna, and venerating 


the righteous predecessors. 


10- Also, combining texts, relating the ambiguous to inambiguous, combining 
knowledge and worship, fear, love, and hope, severity and softness, and reason and 


emotion. 


11- Among their characteristics is academic honesty and abandonment of disputes in 
religion, and that their affairs are consulted with each other, and that they are the 
people of spending for the sake of Allah, and the people of jihad, call to Islam, and 


they command people to do the good and not to do the bad. 


12- They also have good morals, high-mindedness, moderation in good and bad 
times, and concern for the Muslim affairs, and they owe their advice for the sake of 


Allah, His Book, His Messenger, to the imams of Muslims, and the general public. 
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13- Also, they are free from disagreements about the fundamentals of religion, from 
judging others to be unbelievers, and from generally committing sins, heresies, and 


polytheism, and their freedom from confusion and turmoil. 


14- One of their characteristics is that they abstain from giving legal opinions (fatwas) 
and that they obtain in a short period of time much more truths in knowledge, and 


more deeds than what others may obtain in centuries and generations. 


15- Other attributes are the tears of the eyes, the fear of the hearts, the whiteness of 


the faces in this life and the afterlife, and the arrival of good news at the time of death. 


This is a summary of the most important things contained in this research, and this is 


a general picture of what it contained and included. 


Finally, we thank Allah - the Almighty - for making us Sunnis, and we ask Him to 
bestow upon us His blessings and favors, and to grant us adherence to the Sunnah and 
acting upon it, and to cause us to die on following the Sunnah without being changed 


or changing it. 


Our last supplication is: Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and peace be upon the 


messengers. God knows. 


May God’s blessings and peace be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and all 


his companions. 
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